
   PRAYER & PRAISE 
   
    April/May 2016 

 
 

HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM 

Europe Area Administration, South Africa 

We will be ending our assignment with Europe 

Area at the beginning of April and will take on a 

new assignment with Wycliffe South Africa as 

from the 1st of May.  Our new focus will be placed 

on motivating prayer for the Bibleless people 

projects in Southern Africa.   
     We will take leave of our Wycliffe Europe Area 

colleagues at meetings from 4 to 9 April.  Please 

pray that Elsbeth’s visa will be obtained in time, 

and that this last time in Europe will be greatly 

blessed. 

 
 

ANSIE VAN DER MERWE 

Scripture Engagement, Southern Africa 

Margaret Hill visited the Himba project to give 

more training to the translators. We are greatly 

encouraged with the feedback that the teams are 

doing well. There will be another training 

workshop for them in May.  

     The community buy-in for the Tonga Bible 

translation is big and stories are already being 

shared.  I visited them in Zimbabwe in March, 

together with a team from Honeyridge Baptist 

Church who donated bicycles to all the 

translators. The next translation workshop for 

the Tonga will be held at the beginning of April. 

     I plan to visit the USA in April to attend a 

Seed Company Field Operations Conference.  On 

my way to the USA I will have the opportunity to 

stop over in the UK to visit family and share in 

their church about this exciting work.  

     In May we aim to have another set of Bible 

Storytelling workshops. 

 

1 APRIL 

Please pray that the visa for 

Elsbeth will be obtained in time, 

and for blessed meetings in 

Holzhausen. 

2 APRIL 

Pray for them as they transition 

from their Europe Area 

assignment to Wycliffe SA.  Pray 

that their new role will bear 

much fruit and be a blessing to 

the Bibleless people of Africa. 

 

 

 

3 APRIL 

Give praise for the Himba and 
Tonga projects.  Please pray for 
continuing progress in the 
translations. 

4 APRIL 

Pray for the logistics of the 

upcoming workshops for the 

Tonga (April) and Himba (May). 

5 APRIL 

Pray for safe travelling to the UK 
and USA and for a fruitful and 
enjoyable time. 

6 APRIL 

Please pray for good health 

and energy amidst a busy 

schedule.  

 

 



TOM & SHARON JACOB 

Translation & Administration, Southern Africa 

Greetings from Mongu, Zambia.  

     Jordan will be with us on school break from 

Kenya, 24 March – 23 April.  For his birthday we 

are planning a safari in the Kruger Park with 

Nana and Oupie and Olivia, a friend from 

RVA.   Pray for a good, restful break.   

     Tom will be busy preparing for a consultant 

check of the book of Genesis.  He will be carefully 

going over the freshly translated Genesis with the 

“L” language group from Sudan.  He will be 

preparing exegetical questions to ask the 

translators when they meet together.  Genesis is 

a huge book.  Please pray for God’s wisdom as 

Tom prepares. 

     Tom will be participating in an advanced 

discourse workshop in Cape Town, 31 May –  

15 June.  He will be analysing texts from 

languages he has been working with.  The goal is 

to learn how best to translate clearly and 

naturally into the local languages to make the 

Scriptures more understandable for the people.   

 

 

 

LINDA JORDAN 

Language Survey, Southern Africa 

I continued to work with Lindsey, my new 

language survey teammate, at the Wycliffe office 

in Johannesburg in January.  In Feb we hosted a 

language assessment consultation which brought 

together people working to support Bible 

translation in southern Africa with consultants 

from elsewhere on the continent. The goal was to 

assist us in better planning of how to find the 

remaining Bible translation needs in the region 

and to serve communities involved in translation 

in the best possible way. It was a time of great 

fellowship, mutual encouragement and practical 

steps toward making God’s Word available in 

every Southern African language that needs it. It 

was also an opportunity for me to get valuable 

input and support from others working in the 

area of language survey.  

     Next on my schedule are two follow-up 

surveys: one to the San communities of Huíla 

7 APRIL 

Give praise for Jordan’s school 

break.  Pray for a restful time for 

Jordan and Olivia. 

8 APRIL 

Pray for Tom’s preparation for 
the Genesis check with the “L” 
language group. 

9 APRIL 

Please pray for a fruitful 

discourse workshop. 

10 APRIL 

Sharon’s sister has financial 

difficulties and may have to 

move in with them. Please pray 

for God’s intervention and 

mercy in this matter.  

11 APRIL 

Give thanks for new people 

joining our SA team.  Pray that 

the staff will be welcoming and 

helpful. 

 

 

12 APRIL 

Praise God for the language 

assessment consultation and 

the contribution to the work of 

Bible translation made by all 

the participants who attended. 

13 APRIL 

Please pray that the Lord 

would give Linda and Lindsey 

guidance as they follow 

recommendations made 

during the consultation and 

plan their work for the year 

ahead. 

14 APRIL 

Pray for good health and safe 
travelling during the follow-up 
surveys. 

 



Province, and the other to the large east-central 

province of Moxico. I am hoping to build on the 

results of the previous surveys in order to arrive 

at a clear picture of Bible translation need and 

strategy in those areas. 

 

WYCLIFFE SOUTH AFRICA 
Every four years the Wycliffe Global Alliance 

convenes a gathering of representatives from over 

100 Wycliffe entities across the globe. This year 

Wycliffe SA has several representatives travelling 

to Thailand: Derek and Norma Fivaz (on staff), 

Stephen Coertze (on the Global Leadership 

Team), Piet Meiring (Chairman of Wycliffe SA) 

and his wife Linda, Sean Mooney (Deputy Board 

Chair), and Karen Floor (Wycliffe SA Director). 

This is a valuable opportunity for us to network 

with others in the Bible translation community, 

and to learn what God is doing worldwide.   

     Please pray for the Wycliffe SA Board 

meetings in Johannesburg from 18 to 19 April. 

This will be an important time of preparation for 

the global gathering as Wycliffe SA considers its 

unique contribution to Bible Translation.    
 

 

STEPHEN & LEZELLE COERTZE 

Missiological Consultant, South Africa 

It remains a privilege to serve the ministry of 

Bible Translation as Consultant for Missiological 

Reflection on our Alliance Leadership Team. 

Amongst numerous other consultations, our 

Alliance global gathering to be held in May is at 

the moment foremost on my mind.  

     Representatives of over 100 Alliance 

organisations will gather for our quadrennial 

meetings, during which I will be leading a 

missiological reflective process on the topic “The 
Alliance journey in response to Vision 2025”.  We 

will have about 240 participants in the two-day 

consultation. It will be presented in 5 languages. 

The preparations and presenting of these kinds of 

consultations are intense for the facilitation 

teams involved and this specific consultation is 

especially complex.  Please pray for the numerous 

logistical issues involved like: translation of 

material into 5 languages, setting up 28 

 

 
 
 
 
 

15 APRIL 

Please pray for the Wycliffe SA 
Board meetings to be held in 
Johannesburg, 18 to 19 April.  

16 APRIL 

We would value your prayer 
support as our delegates travel 
to Thailand for the meetings in 
Chiang Mai from 4 to 12 May. 

17 APRIL 

Pray, too, for the organising 

teams and the leadership as 

they facilitate a tight schedule 

with interpretation into French, 

Portuguese, Spanish and 

Indonesian.   
 
 

18 APRIL 

Thank God with Stephen and 

Lezelle for His goodness and for 

sustaining them in their ministry. 

19 APRIL 

The Missiological Reflective 

Consultation during the global 

gathering will be held on 6 and 

7 May.  Pray for all the logistical 

issues that are involved. 

20 APRIL 

Pray that the Alliance leaders 

will be edified, encouraged 

and enthused through this 

consultation. 

21 APRIL 

During the global gathering 

Stephen will be involved in 

multiple meetings and 

discussions. Pray for wisdom, 



discussion groups, coordination of the facilitation 

team, training and orientation of 56 discussion 

facilitators, etc.   
     On 31 May we celebrate 30 years of ministry of 

which 21 years have been in the ministry of Bible 

Translation. We are grateful to God for His 

goodness, and for the faithfulness of so many who 

have contributed financially and upheld us in 

prayer. Both Natasha and Ivan are finished with 

school and preparing for careers. Lezelle works as 

a therapist at a school for children with severe 

learning disabilities. I remain grateful to her for 

keeping the family together and staying focused 

in the midst of my hectic travel schedule. Her 

help and support in my role are phenomenal. 

 

 

KEN & CORINE BROWN 

Scripture Use, Mozambique 

Every time we use our vehicle, we think of God’s 

provision. Even though this Toyota Prado is 14 

years old and uses more petrol, it has a very low 

mileage and is in great condition. It is strong and 

reliable and less jarring on the body over bad 

roads. We are thankful that the shipping and 

importing into Mozambique went well. 

     S, one of our translators, is moving to 

Nampula.  This means we will be able to do much 

more translation and I won’t have to travel quite 

so much. It has been a blessing to disciple him. 

Pray for his heart and mind to continue being 

renewed as he works with God’s Word. 

     Our translation of Biblical narratives into 

Nahara is moving steadily forward. Many of the 

stories have been put onto over a thousand new 

digital players and 200 SD cards which are being 

distributed along the Nampula coast. Pray for 

many to come to faith through hearing them. 

     While Corine visited her village mother in 

hospital, and who then died, she connected with 

some Nahara ladies here in Nampula. When Papa 

Musa visited his wife’s grave, the daughter-in-law 

heard the Bible being read on his Megavoice 

player in Makhuwa and Makhuwa Nahara. She 

begged to have one.  We’re excited about having 

some impact into the local Nahara community 

here in the city too. 

     The children have a long school holiday over 

energy and good health, as 

well as safety while travelling. 

22 APRIL 

Pray for Lezelle and their family 

as Stephen is often away.  Pray 

for the Lord’s strength and 

wisdom in her work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 APRIL 

Give praise for God’s blessing of 
a suitable vehicle.     

24 APRIL 

Pray for protection when 

travelling as driving in 

Mozambique can be stressful 

and dangerous. 

25 APRIL 

Pray for the translator’s family, 
and for wisdom about where 
and how to build/buy a house.   

26 APRIL 

Pray for accurate translations 

and that these stories would 

have a powerful impact on this 

unreached group. 

27 APRIL 

Pray for wisdom in establishing 

relationships and being 

sensitive to God’s leading. 

28 APRIL 

Pray for the children’s Nahara 

language ability to improve 

and for meaningful times with 

women and children in the 

village. 



part of April and May and we’re planning to go to 

the village.  Ken will be testing and translating 

new Biblical narratives there.   

     Ken will attend an advanced discourse 

workshop in Cape Town from 31 May for two 

weeks.  

  
 

SEBASTIAN & KAREN FLOOR 

Translation & Administration, Southern Africa 

This year has got off to a busy start, with 

Sebastian doing several trips into the region. One 

of these was to meet with partners in Guinea 

Bissau, West Africa. As a result, six new Bible 

translation projects are due to start in the next  

6 – 12 months. His next regional trip will be to 

Angola. He would like to be able to do more 

frequent, but shorter trips to keep in touch with 

the Bible translation projects. Please pray for a 

visa solution that would make this possible.    

     Here in South Africa, Karen took a Wycliffe 

team of seven down to Howick in Kwa Zulu Natal 

to interact with a church for the weekend. We 

praise God for the friendships that were formed 

during the course of the weekend – within the 

team, and with the church. What a blessing 

fellowship is! And what a blessing it is to have 

had family time with Justin and Sarah and our 

grandson, Joshua, over Easter.  
 

 

JUNE DICKIE 

Research & Study Leave, South Africa 

Praise to the Lord for strength for four Psalms 

workshops. Some went better than others, but I 

learned a lot, as did the participants.  

     Praise, too, for my being able to return home 

soon. It is two and a half years since living in my 

home, and I am looking forward to settling down 

again.   

     Please pray for the final analysis and writing 

up of the thesis. I hope to submit by the end of 

May. Pray for the right examiner(s) to be 

appointed and for the "red tape" to be processed 

well.   

     Thank you for your prayers. 

29 APRIL 

Pray for the logistics of 

attending the workshop, and 

for Ken as he prepares for it. 

 

 

30 APRIL 

Praise God for good meetings 

with partners in West Africa. 

Please pray for the formation of 

strong translation teams, and 

for the church leaders steering 

this process.  

1 MAY  

Thank God for the hospitality of 

churches in SA, and pray for 

opportunities to share with 

them about Bible translation.   

2 MAY  

Please pray for Sebastian’s trip to 
Angola, 4 – 19 May. 

3 MAY  

Please pray for a visa solution 

that would make it possible for 

Sebastian to do more frequent 

but shorter trips to Angola. 

 

 

 

4 MAY  

Give the Lord praise for 

strength for the workshops, and 

for the learnings achieved. 

5 MAY  

Praise God for June’s home 

and for being able to return to 

it soon. 

6 MAY  

Please pray for the final stages 

of June’s thesis.  

 

 



KEITH & WILMA FORSTER 

Kuna Scripture Engagement, USA 

Although we had expected to retire on 31 March, 

the date was pushed forward to 30 June.  A 

mistake was found in our Social Security records 

in the US.  Wycliffe graciously delayed our 

retirement for the error to be corrected.  

     After retirement, as health and strength allow, 

we look forward to being involved as volunteers 

with Wycliffe. We want to help Kuna believers 

become aware of and make use of publication 

options which could be available to them. One of 

the ideas on which we are working with the Kuna 

is the publication of pocket-sized Scripture 

portions.  The first of these, Psalms/Proverbs, has 

gone to press in Hong Kong. It will be printed on 

waterproof (synthetic) paper.  This will be very 

advantageous for the Kuna people in light of their 

lifestyle on the San Blas Islands and in jungle 

rainforests. We also plan to print the NT and the 

Kuna Hymnbook on waterproof paper.  
     We praise the Lord for the work that Campus 

Crusade For Christ (CRU) did with Kuna 

believers to complete the taping of the sound 

track for the Jesus film. A group of CRU prayer 

supporters are planning to go to Panama in late 

July to celebrate the premier showing of the film.  

     We were thrilled to learn that there are 700 

Kuna children enrolled in the Win-A-Bible-For-

Bible-Memory Program. By memorizing 25 key 

Scripture verses, children between the ages of 7 

and 14 years can earn a Bible.    

  
 
BONIFACIO AND BUSIE PAULO                  
Translation & Literacy, Southern Africa 

We are so grateful for God’s amazing love and 

mercy. We have settled well at Summer Lofts, a 

very peaceful and secured area. At the moment 

we are handling a big assignment, that of 

building support partnership with individuals 

and churches. Please continue to pray with us, as 

we are in the process of raising funds for a car. 

     The kids (Buhle, Paula and Lindani) have 

written their end of term tests, and Khosi is busy 

with her studies in Stellenbosch. She is doing well 

under God’s care. Thank you for praying, Buhle 

got accepted at Edenglen High School.  

7 MAY  

Give praise that the pocket-

sized Psalms/ Proverbs is being 

printed on waterproof paper. 

8 MAY  

Pray for safe transport of the 

2,000 Psalms/Proverbs books by 

sea from Hong Kong, and 

smooth importation of the 

books. 

9 MAY  

Praise the Lord that the taping 

of the Kuna sound track for the 

Jesus film was completed. 

10 MAY  

Give thanks that 700 Kuna 

children are enrolled in the 

Bible Memory Program. 

11 MAY  

Pray that as the children doing 

the Bible Memory Program hide 

God’s Word in their hearts, they 

will be drawn into a close, 

loving relationship with Jesus.  

12 MAY  

Please pray that paperwork for 

medical benefits etc. will be 

completed timeously. 

 

 

 

13 MAY  

Praise God with them for good 

health and His blessings. 

14 MAY  

Give thanks for Buhle being 

accepted at Edenglen High 

School. 

15 MAY  

Pray for the Lord’s guidance and 
provision as they are in the 
process of raising funds for a car.  



ROY & ROSE TIBBIT 
Administration, South Africa 

We are grateful that Rose's South African ID has 

now been issued.   

     In June we are returning to Canada for a five- 

week catch up time with family and supporters. It 

will be six and a half years since we were in 

Canada as a family. Mariah and Thalya are 

excited about the trip and their school has 

allowed them to have the extra time off for us to 

do the trip. We pray that this will be a good 

family time together. 

     Our church in Canada has arranged for us to 

have a week at a family Bible Camp that we are 

really looking forward to.  

     We will need someone to stay in our home to 

look after our dogs from the 10th of June to the 

25th of July.  Please pray with us for the right 

person.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

STEVE AND JOHANNA PILLINGER 
Typesetting, Sub-Saharan Africa 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers.  Steve has 

been busy with various things related to his work 

as Co-ordinator of Scripture Typesetting in sub-

Saharan Africa. He is working on a repository of 

maps and pictures so that typesetters worldwide 

can have access to all that is available. He has 

also started with Scripture typesetting training of 

a Dutchman working in Mali. 

     I, (Johanna) continue in good health.  My 

contributions continue to be various, however, I 

am training as an exegetical advisor to do initial 

checks on translated passages. As such, I am 

assigned to the Himba team in northern Namibia. 

The purpose of these initial checks is to assist the 

team in the early phases of translation, and by 

doing so reduce the work of our highly trained 

and hard pressed Translation Consultants.   

     We have just enjoyed five weeks of family 

visits; my brother and his wife from Holland; and 

our son Stephen and wife Rosie from Glasgow.  

16 MAY  

Give thanks that Rose's ID card 

has finally been issued. 

17 MAY  

Pray for stamina for Rose during 

their five-week trip to Canada, 

and that it will be a time of 

spiritual growth for the girls. 

18 MAY  

Praise the Lord that their 

church in Canada has 

arranged for them to have a 

week at a family Bible Camp.  

19 MAY  

Pray for the use of a vehicle 

and accommodation in 

Canada as they have a lot of 

travelling to do. 

20 MAY  

Pray for someone to stay in 

their home, 10 June to 25 July. 

 

 

21 MAY  

Pray for Steve in his role as 
Scripture Typesetting 
Coordinator in sub-Saharan 
Africa.    

22 MAY  

Pray for God’s wisdom and 
guidance as he develops a 
repository of maps and pictures 
for typesetters worldwide. 

23 MAY  

Give praise for Johanna’s good 
health.  Pray for her as she trains 
as an exegetical advisor and 
starts working with the Himba 
team. 

24 MAY  

Praise the Lord for the blessed 
time of family visits. 

 



MICHAEL & CHARLOTTE CORDEN 

Scripture Engagement, Australia 

We have now returned from a 3 month period at 

the WBT Australia Centre. The time there was 

very beneficial for us all. 

     Informal chats with different Islanders and 

others have produced some good suggestions as to 

how we could move ahead into the next phase 

following the release of the Bible. The aim is to 

widely promote the availability of the Yumplatok 

Bible.  One idea is to train Prison Chaplains to 

read it so that when they visit the four regional 

prisons they are able to minister more effectively 

to the many Islander inmates. Another plan is to 

have Christian boarding schools give a Bible to 

each Torres Strait high school student. Michael 

plans to do audio recordings with various Islander 

speakers of around 50% of the NT.  There are also 

Bible Apps where they can download this Bible 

onto their phones. 

     Charlotte has resigned from SIL Australia, but 

she does remain a member of Wycliffe.  Melora 

continues to be unwell with Lyme disease, and 

her only avenue for care is through naturapaths, 

AND prayer. 

 

 

HAZEL LARGE 

Literacy, Mali 

I am enjoying my Bambara lessons, but I am 

struggling to remember rules and vocabulary.  I 

need to chat more with my neighbours, but the 

weather is very hot making it difficult. 

     I had the privilege of representing SIL in the 

celebrations of the International Day of the 

Mother Tongue here in Bamako.  It was a great 

opportunity to meet people involved in education, 

both from the government and from NGOs. I was 

encouraged by the enthusiasm expressed for the 

use of home language in schools. 

 

25 MAY  
Praise God for the beneficial 
time spent at the WBT Australia 
Centre. 

26 MAY  
Please pray for people to 
sponsor Bibles at R200 each so 
these can be given to prison 
inmates and high school 
students. 

27 MAY  
Pray for the Lord’s provision to 
cover the purchase of recording 
equipment, laptop, software, 
microphones etc. 

28 MAY  
Pray for an increase in the 
Cordens’ personal support so 
that they can continue with this 
project. 

29 MAY  

Pray for Charlotte as she now 

focuses on caring for their two 

children with disabilities. 

 

 

30 MAY  

Pray that Hazel will retain all she 

learns in her language lessons, 

and that she will have the 

energy to chat with her 

neighbours. 

31 MAY  

Give thanks for the 

encouragement Hazel 

experienced during the 

celebrations she attended. 
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