
PRAYER & PRAISE
  October/November 2015

TOM & SHARON JACOB
Translation & Administration, Southern Africa

Tom recently finished polishing up the Gospel of Luke in the Shanjo language 
of Zambia—the first gospel ever for that language group. Please pray for the 
printing and distribution of this precious first gospel. Pray, too, that the 
recording teams would soon arrive in the villages to record the script of the 
Jesus film in the five languages of western Zambia.
  We are travelling to the Dallas, Texas in Oct—Tom to participate in a Bible 
Translation Conference and Sharon for an orientation to the Seed Company’s 
HR department, and touching base with the Wycliffe Partnership 
Development department. We will also visit our son, Travis, and his wife, 
Sydney, in Pensacola, Florida.
   Tom travels to Zambia again, 23 Oct-14 Nov, to work with the Shanjo team 
on the book of Acts Please pray for safe travels and fruitful translation work. 
He will be preparing for a consultant check of Romans via Skype with a 
language group from Sudan to take place in Jan. 
   Travis is studying nursing again in Pensacola. Pray for wisdom in juggling 
work, studies and married life. Jordan is in his final year at Rift Valley 
Academy in Kenya. 

1 OCTOBER
Give praise for the first gospel in the Shanjo 
language. Pray for the printing and 
distribution of the Gospel of Luke.

2 OCTOBER
Pray for the recording of the Jesus film in 5 
languages in western Zambia.

3 OCTOBER
Pray for safe travels to the USA for Tom and 
Sharon and for fruitful meetings.

4 OCTOBER
Pray for Tom’s trip to Zambia in Oct/Nov to 
work on Acts.

5 OCTOBER
Pray for Tom’s preparation for the check of 
Romans via Skype in January.

6 OCTOBER
Pray for good studies for Travis and Jordan.

HANS & PATRICIA COMBRINK
Translation, South-East Asia

Oct and Nov will be busy months for Hans with meetings in Germany, the 
USA and Kenya. He will present a paper at the Bible Translation Conference 
in Dallas from Oct 16-20 on the topic, “Finding the way out of maze of 
meaning: how skopos theory helps solve pluralities”. He will be one of more 
than 400 participants from all over the world to attend this international 
conference. 
  Following that, Hans will attend the SIL International Board meeting in 
Dallas in the first week of Nov. The gathering of the Boards of SIL 
International and the Wycliffe Global Alliance is an important time of 
planning for and envisioning the International Conference of SIL and the 
Wycliffe Global Gathering in May 2016 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Please pray 
for wisdom for both Boards as they plan for the future.
  Thereafter, he will make a quick trip to California, where he will visit our 
oldest daughter, Lucia, who began studying there in Sept. Following that, he 
will be part of Biblica’s Africa Area Leaders’ meeting in Nairobi from 
November 11-13. During this meeting the status and future of translation 
projects across Africa will be discussed. 
  During these two months, we hope to see progress in the consultant 
checking of Numbers, Deuteronomy and Esther for the Kenyah project in 
Sarawak, Malaysia. We need to finish up the comprehension check for the 
second part of Numbers (ch. 17-36), and see how far we can get with 
Deuteronomy and Esther. Oct-Nov are busy months at school for Patricia and 
the children. We would appreciate your prayers for them.

7 OCTOBER
Please pray for the biennial Bible Translation
Conference in Dallas from 16-20 Oct and 
for the 400+ participants to grow 
academically and spiritually. 

8 OCTOBER
Pray for wisdom for both Boards as they 
plan for the future and the 2016 meetings.

9 OCTOBER
Pray for Lucia at university in California. 
Praise God for the scholarship and award 
she received making it possible for her to 
study there.

10 OCTOBER
Ask for God’s guidance for the Africa 
Leaders’ Meeting in Nairobi, 11-13 Nov. 

11 OCTOBER
Commit the consultant checking of 
Numbers, Deuteronomy and Esther into the 
Lord’s hands. Pray for all those who will be 
involved.

12 OCTOBER
Pray for Patricia and the children during 
these busy months at school.

ROELIE & VASTI VAN DER SPUY
Translation, Asia & South Africa

Praise the Lord for a very good checking session during July and August. 
Thank you for praying. It was good to work with another Consultant in 
Training, especially since she is fluent in Russian and has a good knowledge 
of the other needed languages. It made the sessions much easier, since we did 
not have to interpret every question and every answer. She could speak 
directly to the translators.
  During the second part of my trip, as a Consultant in Training, I helped to 
check a translation in a language that is related to my Irall translation. That 
was a very profitable experience. 
  In the meantime, I have been in Potchefstroom preparing for another check. 
I am planning to go back, once again on a multipurpose trip. Our Irall 

13 OCTOBER
Thank the Lord for a good checking session,
as well as valuable experience in checking 
an unknown, but related, translation. 

14 OCTOBER
Please pray for Roelie’s trips in Nov-Dec, 
both to support his translators and to be 
mentored by another consultant. 

15 OCTOBER
Pray that his preparation will be done well 
in order for him to do a good job in 
checking yet another translation. 



translation will be checked by our regular consultant and afterwards I will go 
as Consultant in Training to help check another translation. This time the 
language is a Turkic language, which is closely related to the language we 
regularly speak. We will be checking passages from the OT which is my 
favourite part of the Word. By doing this, I will get experience in checking 
poetic parts of the OT in which I do not, as yet, have much experience.
  My multiple entry visa has expired. Please pray that my application for a 
new visa will go smoothly and be successful, and that the visa officer will not 
make it difficult for me.

16 OCTOBER
Please pray that Roelie’s visa application 
will be successful. 

17 OCTOBER
Thank the Lord for the translation team. 
Pray for their protection and endurance. 

18 OCTOBER
Praise God for the support the translation 
team receives. Without every prayer and 
gift they would not be able to bring the 
Word to the people.

JUNE DICKIE
Study Leave, South Africa

I have much to give thanks for. I am happy to be in Durban for some months, 
enjoying fellowship in my old church, and being able to swim. I am grateful 
that my left leg is getting stronger, and the pain is decreasing. And I am very 
thankful for the great enjoyment in my work, that the theory part is almost 
finished, and the feedback has been positive. 
  In Oct I hope to be able to begin the empirical part of the research (if 
clearance has been given). I would appreciate prayer for a good team of co-
workers and the training I will do with them. Then, in Nov, I hope we can do 
the first trial study in a Zulu church in Durban. The idea is for them to 
translate a psalm using Zulu poetic and musical style, and then to perform it 
as a song.

19 OCTOBER
Give God praise for good fellowship, 
opportunity to swim, increasing strength in 
June’s leg, and enjoyment in her work.

20 OCTOBER
Pray for the coming together of a good 
team, their training to be effective, and 
preparation for the first workshop.

21 OCTOBER
Please pray for the church in AmaOti where
June hopes to do the first study, that the 
people will be enthusiastic and enjoy the 
workshop.

BONIFACIO AND BUSIE PAULO     
Translation & Literacy, Southern Africa
Above all, we glorify God, no matter how rough or smooth the road may look. 
He is God of love, who is always present and turns the impossible into 
possible.
  Our children are doing well, and we are all still busy with our studies. Busie 
has handed in her thesis, and we look forward to her graduation in December.
We mentioned previously that we were waiting for our study permits. They 
have still not been issued. The sad part of it is that without them we are not 
allowed to leave the country. Bonifacio, for example, was supposed to attend 
the Bible Translation Conference in Dallas this month.
  We are in the process of developing partnerships. Please pray with us that 
God will provide people who are willing to partner with us in prayer and 
financial support as we serve the Lord in the ministry of Bible translation.

22 OCTOBER
Please continue to pray with them for their 
study visas to be issued without further 
delay. 

23 OCTOBER
At the end of the year they will be moving 
from Stellenbosch. Please pray for a smooth
transition, suitable accommodation and 
schooling for their children. 

24 OCTOBER
Pray for their partnership development. Ask 
God to raise up prayer and financial 
supporters for their ministry. 

HAZEL LARGE
Literacy, Mali

On 21 September I arrived in Bamako, the capital of Mali, to begin a new 
phase of service with SIL. I have been appointed as a trainee literacy 
consultant, which will give me the opportunity to visit and work with a 
number of local language literacy teams in southern Mali. I will be helping 
and advising them in the development of their programmes and materials. I 
look forward to using my creative and problem-solving skills to move literacy 
forward in West Africa.
   Although I am staying in SIL housing, I can only do so for a few months, 
and am in the process of house hunting. It’s not easy to find a small house 
with a reasonable rent, so please pray for this. I will also need to set up my 
new home, buying furniture and other essentials.
   I am beginning to learn Bambara, which is a widely spoken language in 
southern Mali. I am not required to attain a high level of proficiency, but 
enough to make life easier for me, and to help me develop good relationships 
with Malians. New beginnings are hard work, so please pray for wisdom and 
curiosity as I learn to live in a new city. Pray that I will soon adapt to the heat

25 OCTOBER
Give thanks for the new opportunity for 
service. Pray that Hazel will be a help and 
encouragement to her colleagues.

26 OCTOBER
Praise the Lord that Hazel is able to stay in 
SIL housing for a while. Pray that she will find
a suitable home and be able to furnish it 
comfortably.

27 OCTOBER
Pray for the language learning process, for 
good memory, for opportunities to use and 
re-enforce what is learned.

28 OCTOBER
Pray for these aspects of Hazel’s 
adaptation: acclimatisation, good 
relationships, learning the new job, wisdom 
and curiosity.

HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM
Europe Area Administration, South Africa

A big thank you for your prayers on our behalf regarding our medical check-
ups—both of us received a clean bill of health. Join us in praising the Lord for
His grace and mercy in restoring our health, and allowing us to continue in 
His service.

29 OCTOBER
Join Harry and Elsbeth in praising and 
thanking the Lord for His grace and mercy 
in restoring their health.



   Please pray for wisdom for Harry and the East European Scholarship 
Committee who have had some difficult issues to consider during the past few
months regarding funding and grants.

30 OCTOBER
Pray for wisdom for the East European 
Scholarship Committee as they deal with 
some difficult issues regarding funding and 
scholarship grants.

LINDA JORDAN
Language Survey, Southern Africa

In trying to submit the documentation for the renewal of my Angola work visa
I kept on running into roadblocks. The immigration office finally accepted my 
paperwork on the third try, but even then they asked me for one more 
document that I didn’t have (and that wasn’t included in their list of 
requirements). I am grateful that they promptly issued my receipt, which I 
need to prove that I am in the country legally once the expiration date for my 
visa passes (the renewal process can often take several months).
   In August I had a profitable visit to the capital city of Luanda, including a 
meeting with leaders of the Angolan Bible Society that resulted in plans for 
the Mussende survey. I’ve been hoping to do this survey for quite a while but 
hadn’t managed to schedule it. The trip was planned for 9-12 Sept. The 
survey is related to the Kibala Bible translation project, due to begin very 
soon in Kwanza Sul Province, to the north of where I live. The dialect spoken 
in the area of Mussende may be too different from central Kibala to be served 
by this translation, so the goal of my survey is to determine whether 
Mussende speakers will be able to join this project or will need a separate 
translation.

31 OCTOBER
Praise God that the immigration office 
accepted Linda’s visa renewal paperwork 
and issued her receipt for the process 
promptly.

1 NOVEMBER
Please pray that there would be no further 
complications with the visa renewal 
process. 

2 NOVEMBER 
Praise God that Linda has had the 
opportunity to conduct the Mussende 
survey. 

3 NOVEMBER 
Please pray for good relationships with 
Mussende speakers and church leaders in the
future.

4 NOVEMBER 
Pray for good health for Linda and safety 
while travelling.

LEN & GILL ALLWRIGHT
Administration, Australia

Papua New Guinea is in the midst of drought conditions in many areas. 
Colleagues there are requesting prayer for rain to relieve the many 
communities they work with who are suffering from lack of drinking water as 
well as water for their gardens, many of which have dried out, leading to 
shortage of food. Frosts in the Highlands have further exacerbated the 
problem.
   At the beginning of Sept we attended a Wycliffe Retreat organised by our 
colleague, Margaret Love, at a rural convention centre overlooking a bay. All 
present enjoyed the fellowship with friends old and new, the guided reflection 
times led by Jessie and Warren Glover, veteran translators in South Asia, 
many prayer times, including some using the prayer notes Gill compiles 
monthly. It was good to pray together for colleagues on the field and for the 
young people who are in the application process with Wycliffe.
   We are working on organising an end of year gathering for friends of 
Wycliffe to be held on Sat 14 Nov, with two or three couples on furlough 
sharing about their work.
   Margaret Love is coordinating the PROBE course planned for 30 Nov to 4 
Dec. This is an introduction to linguistics and Bible translation and has 
proved to be an entry point to Wycliffe for many current translators.

5 NOVEMBER 
Pray for good rains in PNG and provision of 
food for the needy.

6 NOVEMBER 
Give praise for the refreshing Retreat. Ask 
God to guide planning for one next year.

7 NOVEMBER 
Pray for Wycliffe applicants as they work 
through paperwork and partnership 
development.

8 NOVEMBER 
Pray for Margaret and Robert Love as they 
care for Robert’s ailing parents in addition 
to their Wycliffe jobs.

9 NOVEMBER 
Pray for suitable full-time staff for Wycliffe 
NSW.

10 NOVEMBER 
Pray for Gill as she makes arrangements for 
the end of year gathering on 14 Nov.

11 NOVEMBER 
Please pray for Margaret as she coordinates 
the PROBE course, for teachers as they 
prepare, and for the advertising of it.

WENDY LOCK
Education, Philippines 

Thank you for your prayers. By the time you read this I will have already 
completed my first quarter of the year. I have 22 very sweet 1st Graders in 
my class from the USA, Korea, U.K., Australia, Philippines, Germany and Sri 
Lanka.
   I would appreciate special prayer for my little boy from Sri Lanka named 
Manish. His father is studying at seminary here in the Philippines, but they 
live very far away. Manish gets on the school van every morning at 5:00 a.m. 
and has a 2 hour ride to school. His ride home can take even longer in the 
Manila traffic and it can be close to 5 p.m. before he gets there. That is a very 
long day for a little 1st Grader, but Manish absolutely loves school! Please 

12 NOVEMBER 
Give thanks for a wonderful first quarter of 
the school year and for Wendy’s very 
special class of 1st Graders.

13 NOVEMBER 
Pray especially for Manish to have energy 
and strength during his long days.

14 NOVEMBER
Give praise that Wendy has been asked to 
mentor the kindergarten teacher. Pray for 
their relationship and that Wendy will be a 



pray for stamina and strength for him.
   We have many new teachers in our elementary department at Faith. For 
some, adapting to living in Manila and being far away from home is 
challenging. Please pray for me that I will be an encouragement to them. In 
particular, I have been asked to mentor our new kindergarten teacher. Pray I 
can be a blessing to her. I would also appreciate prayer for energy and 
strength during our wet season. It is very humid and that can be so draining 
physically.

blessing to her.

15 NOVEMBER 
Pray for courage and God’s grace for the 
new elementary teachers at Faith 
Academy, especially those far from home. 

16 NOVEMBER 
Pray for energy and strength during this very
humid time of the year.

KEN & CORINE BROWN
Scripture Use, Mozambique

During Fin’s school holidays we all went to the village and had opportunities 
to reconnect with the women, children and wider community. There are 
unfortunately always numerous funerals to attend … a good way to show 
sympathy and God’s love, though. It was good for the kids to see their Nahara
friends after a long time away. Both Fin and Faira seemed to have 
remembered how to speak Nahara, and were soon communicating and 
playing again. The social demands of rural cross-cultural living are always a 
challenge, and it was hard to see the poverty and suffering again. Many 
people’s crops had failed due to a flood and then no rains. We were able to 
remind people about the basic wonder of soap, salt water and garlic/onion for 
wounds, give away donated vegetable seeds and—after de-cluttering and 
scaling down what we possess—a lot of our old clothes, stationery, linen, 
school resources and toys to our friends who have so very little. 
   We heard and saw that a lot of the Megavoice players we gave people last 
year had been sold, stolen, or gotten lost or broken … but it was good to hear, 
too, how certain people still have theirs and are faithfully listening to them. 
One friend came with his broken player and asked if I could fix it. I couldn’t, 
but the absolute joy on his face when I gave him one that I had brought with 
me, was priceless! 
   An additional 1000 new Megavoice solar powered players have arrived in 
Nampula and will be strategically distributed all along the Nahara coast by 
us and other missionaries. They now include 25 Nahara Bible stories and the 
dramatized central Makhuwa NT. We pray that the right people will get them
and also develop a love for God and His Word.
   God is so good to us. Our kids are loving school: Fin is doing well in Grade 3 
and Faira is doing grade R, this time in English! We have been so blessed by 
all who have contributed generously so that we can replace our ageing 
vehicle, which we hope to do soon!

17 NOVEMBER 
Praise God that they are now more settled 
in both their city and village homes.

18 NOVEMBER 
Praise God for the time to connect again as
a family with their village friends and 
workers.

19 NOVEMBER 
Pray for those who are suffering because of 
failed crops, poverty and lack of basic 
health care knowledge.

20 NOVEMBER 
Give praise for those who have grown to 
love God’s Word. Pray that they would put 
their faith in Jesus for salvation and 
transformation and become strong 
followers of Isa (Jesus) in a culture that is far 
from the truth.

21 NOVEMBER 
Give thanks for the extra 1000 Megavoice 
players. Pray that the Nahara Bible stories 
and Makhuwa NT will help the people 
realise God knows and cares for them. 

22 NOVEMBER 
Praise God for providing for Ken and Corine
in many ways. Pray God’s blessing on all 
their faithful prayer and financial supporters.

23 NOVEMBER 
Please pray for timing, continued provision 
and wisdom as they look into buying a new 
vehicle.

KEITH & WILMA FORSTER
Kuna Scripture Engagement, USA

We so appreciate your prayers for us and for the ongoing ministry among 
Panama’s Kuna people. Keith had a fairly serious fall in late May and injured
his back. We are grateful that no bones were broken although there was 
considerable soft tissue damage. Keith continues with out-patient rehab 
therapy and although his legs are still fairly weak, he seems to be regaining 
strength. 
   Just over a year ago we were in Panama celebrating with the Kuna the 
coming of the Bible in their language. Of the 15,000 Bibles printed, 10,000 
have already been distributed. Jaime Rios, one of the men who worked on the 
translation team, has done a wonderful job of taking Bibles far and wide to 
Kuna communities. In spite of his hard work, much more could be done. 
Jaime wrote to us asking us to pray that God would lay it on the hearts of 
others to help with the distribution. Please pray that God will raise up 
colporteurs to spread God’s Word to every Kuna island, village and jungle 
community. 
   Soon speakers of the Border Kuna dialect will be able to listen to the 
reading of their NT on a Proclaimer, a solar panelled listening device. It was 
to this dialect of Kuna that the Lord led us in the early 1970s. This group 
continues to live in remote, jungle villages on either side of the 
Panama/Colombia border. Although the Border Kuna NT was published in 
1993, it is only now available in audio format. Recently the organization, 
Faith Comes By Hearing, helped Border Kuna believers record the reading of 

24 NOVEMBER 
Give God praise for excellent progress in 
Kuna Bible sales.

25 NOVEMBER 
Pray for God to lay a burden on the hearts 
of two or three men to help with Bible 
distribution throughout Kunaland.

26 NOVEMBER 
Praise the Lord for Proclaimers which allow 
the Border Kuna people to listen to the NT in
their mother tongue.

27 NOVEMBER 
Ask God to use Proclaimers (audio New 
Testament) to strengthen His church among
the Border Kuna people.

28 NOVEMBER 
Pray that the process of preparing the 
Psalms/
Proverbs and Kuna NT pocket-sized books 
will progress well and be available for 
distribution in God’s time.



their NT, and has provided Proclaimers for them.
   For the San Blas dialect of Kuna, layout is in process for two, pocket-sized 
publications, Psalms and Proverbs, and Kuna NT. These two books are to be 
printed on waterproof paper. The homeland of the major Kuna dialect is on 
the San Blas islands off Panama’s Caribbean coast. Imagine the blessing it 
will be to have God’s Word written on paper which will not be destroyed by 
the ocean’s constant salt spray. Imagine a fisherman being able to take God’s 
Word on a fishing trip without worrying that water might damage his 
precious book!

29 NOVEMBER 
Praise God for the blessing of being able to 
print the books on waterproof paper, 
especially for the sake of the fishermen!

30 NOVEMBER 
Please pray for out-patient therapy to be 
effective in helping Keith regain strength 
after his fall. 
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