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HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM 

Europe Area Administration, South Africa 

Harry is recovering well from his surgery, but 

still tires easily.   He goes for a check-up and 

blood-test on 2nd February, with the expectation 

that all is well. 

 

STEPHEN & LEZELLE COERTZE 

Missiological Consultant, South Africa 

The year 2015 started at an intense pace, but we 

remain grateful for the opportunity to serve our 

Lord in the ministry of Bible translation.                             

     From 3-6 Feb the Leadership Team of the 

Wycliffe Global Alliance will hold its yearly 

Spouses Retreat and Strategy meetings in 

Thailand.  I have been asked to lead the GLT in a 

missiological consultation on a topic very 

pertinent to the structure of and leadership 

within the GLT.  The theme is “Leading the 

Alliance in Recognition of God’s Global Mission:  
A Process of Discernment”. This will be a three 

phase consultation. The second phase will be in 

June in Germany, and the third phase will be a 

roll-out of decisions reached in the June meetings. 

Before and after our Feb meetings I will assist 

others of our team in the preparation of further 

consultations to be held in 2015. 
     Both Lezelle and Natasha are registered for 

postgraduate studies. Lezelle in Psychology and 

Natasha in Psychology and Linguistics.  Ivan is in 

grade 12 and has to consider numerous decisions. 

We are looking forward to a very eventful year. 

 

TOM & SHARON JACOB 

Translation & Administration, South Africa 

Huge praises: the Lord has supplied Jordan’s 

school fees for this term and He gave us an 

unexpected lovely holiday in Cape Town after 

1 FEBRUARY  

Please pray that Harry will 

regain his energy and strength, 

and that there will be a good 

report from his check-up. 

 

 

2 FEBRUARY 

Please pray for a safe journey 

to Thailand.  They return home 

on 7 Feb. 

3 FEBRUARY  

Pray for Stephen as he leads 

the GLT in this crucial 

consultation. 

4 FEBRUARY 

Pray for godly wisdom, insight 
and guidance to come out of 
the GLT meetings. 

5 FEBRUARY  

Pray for Lezelle, Natasha and 

Ivan as they continue with their 

studies.  Pray for Lezelle to be 

able to balance her studies 

with work and other 

responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

6 FEBRUARY 

Praise the Lord for His provision of 
Jordan’s school fees and a good 
holiday in Cape Town. 



Christmas.  We are so grateful and thankful to 

our gracious Lord and generous family. Please 

continue to pray for healing for Sharon’s father, 

Vernon, who has a black spot on his lungs.   

     Tom will be checking the first half of the book 

of Genesis in the Laarim language of South 

Sudan, February 9-20.  Please pray for Godly 

wisdom and for good internet connections as he 

works with the Laarim translation team via 

Skype.  He will also be preparing for a check of 

the Gospel of Matthew with another language 

group from Sudan.   

     Sharon has a number of personnel issues 

pending and needs the Lord’s wisdom. Please 

pray for Travis who is struggling with finances 

for his nursing studies.  Praise the Lord that 

Sydney is now working with Chick Fil-A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEN & GILL ALLWRIGHT 

Administration, Australia 

We enjoyed a happy holiday with our family on 

the NSW Central Coast in early January. 

Towards the end, I (Gill) slipped and fell and 

broke my right ankle, requiring a cast and 

crutches. Once home, a walking frame to hop on 

proved more comfortable. Family and neighbours 

have been very helpful but Len is still very busy 

coping with all the household tasks as well as 

waiting on me! Thankfully I can still do computer 

work such as compiling the monthly Prayer Notes 

for NSW Wycliffe members. 

     At the time of writing our son-in-law Dave was 

between jobs. He is a computer programmer. He 

and Mel have three children. Mel teaches two 

days a week. 

     Sharon and George and baby Jonty are doing 

well, though the parents are short on sleep. 

George returned to teaching in late January. 
 

 

 

 

7 FEBRUARY 

Please pray for Tom’s checking 
of Genesis (Feb 9-20) and his 
preparation for checking 
Matthew. 

8 FEBRUARY  

Praise the Lord for enabling the 
work to carry on via Skype.  Pray 
for good internet connections. 

9 FEBRUARY 

Pray for wisdom and guidance 
for Sharon in her HR work. 

10 FEBRUARY 

Continue to pray for healing for 

Sharon’s father, Vernon.   

11 FEBRUARY 

Pray for Travis who is struggling 

with finances for his nursing 

studies.  Praise God that 

Sydney is now working.    

 

 

12 FEBRUARY 

Praise God for a good holiday 
and that Gill's injury was not 
worse.  Please pray for complete 
healing and restoration. 

13 FEBRUARY   
Give thanks that Gill can still do 
computer work. 

14 FEBRUARY  

Pray for health and strength for 
Len and grace for Gill to accept 
being served instead of serving. 

15 FEBRUARY  

Please pray that Dave will soon 
find a congenial job in IT and for 
provision for the family. 

16 FEBRUARY 

Praise God for Jonty and pray 

he will sleep more. Pray that 



 

ANSIE SWANEPOEL 

Scripture Engagement, Southern Africa 

At the end of last year I went on a trip to Namibia 

to visit the Himba people in the Opuwo area with 

colleague Durk Meijer, his daughter Isabella and 

my friend Sarel van der Merwe.  It was an 

eventful trip which included hitting a calf at the 

beginning of the journey and the vehicle not being 

able to drive any further. Still, we had a very 

fruitful meeting with pastors and interested 

parties in Opuwo and a translation team is in the 

process of being established to do an oral Bible for 

the Himba. We also stayed with the Himba in the 

veld for some days which was quite an experience. 

How awed they were as some of God’s truths were 

opened to them, giving them hope for eternity!   

     An exciting year lies ahead!  I got engaged to a 

wonderful, godly man, Sarel van der Merwe, and 

we plan to get married in the middle of this year. 

I will be taking on an additional role of Field 

Coordinator for Wycliffe SA.  I will receive 

training at the Seed Company in Arlington in the 

USA from 9-18 February on this, as well as a new 

computer programme used for doing oral Bible 

Translation. Another trip is coming up to Opuwo 

in Namibia to meet with the Himba translators 

again to provide training and launch the work. I 

also hope to visit two SAN communities in 

Namibia to establish connections with them for 

Scripture engagement in an oral fashion, after a 

request from the Namibian Bible Society.  

 

KEITH & WILMA FORSTER 

Furlough, South Africa  

We are deeply grateful for your faithful prayers 

for us and for the Kuna people. Although we now 

live in a flat in the seniors’ residence provided by 

Wycliffe on their Dallas property, we hear 

regularly from the Kuna translation team. These 

are the men with whom we worked on the 

translation of the Kuna Bible for ten years. It is 

exciting to see each of them involved in new areas 

of service.  

Hernán Smith is involved in cross-cultural 

ministry in the country of Panama. He is the 

director of a new organization which encourages 

George will be a blessing in his 

teaching job. 
 

17 FEBRUARY 

Praise God for Ansie’s 

engagement to Sarel.  Pray for 

His blessing on the preparations 

for their marriage. 

18 FEBRUARY 

Pray for God’s enabling power 

for Ansie in her additional role 

as Field Coordinator.  Pray that 

the training she received in 

Arlington, Texas will be 

invaluable.    

19 FEBRUARY 

Pray for her trip to Namibia and 

that the training of the Himba 

translators will go well. 

20 FEBRUARY 

Give thanks for the request 

from the Namibian Bible 

Society.  Pray for a successful 

visit to two SAN communities. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

21 FEBRUARY 

Pray that God will continue to 
use His Word in the lives of the 
Kuna people, allowing them to 
grow in their walk with God. 

22 FEBRUARY 

Pray that Bible sales will continue 
to go well so that God’s Word 
will make its way into Kuna 
homes and hearts. 



the seven indigenous groups to use the Scriptures 

which have been translated into their languages.  
Teobaldo Martínez is ministering in his own 

village and working on a community development 

project to provide clean water for his people. 

Many diseases in the villages stem from 

contaminated water.  
Jaime Rios is in charge of a literacy project. There 

have already been more than 30 graduates from 

the literacy program which is designed not only to 

help people become literate, but to help them read 

the Bible for themselves.  
Amalio Vergara is pastor of a large Kuna church. 

Recently when Keith asked him if he had seen 

any specific results since the coming of the Bible, 

Amalio replied, "Oh Yes! Thirty people have come 

to Christ in our church since God's Word has 

come in our language."  Isn’t that thrilling! 
     In the dry season and school vacation time in 

Panama, young people from Kuna churches use 

their own funds and holidays to travel to remote 

Kuna villages to conduct Vacation Bible School 

and give Bible classes.  

     During Feb and March we will be on furlough 

in SA.  We look forward to being able to say thank 

you in person to those who have prayed faithfully 

for the day when the Kuna people would have 

God's Word in their language. We will visit 

Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town.  

 

ROY & ROSE TIBBIT 

Administration, South Africa 

Our break away was refreshing and strengthened 

us for 2015.  We give thanks for being able to 

spend quality time with our families. 

     A wonderful answer to prayer was that we 

were able to collect Thalya's passport after a very 

long wait. We need to renew Mariah's student 

visa soon.  Please do pray that we will have all of 

the paperwork in hand at the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 FEBRUARY  

Pray for Jaime Rios as he 
oversees literacy classes among 
the Kuna.  The goal is for people 
who have not had the 
opportunity to learn to read will 
be able to read God’s Word for 
themselves. 

24 FEBRUARY 

Give thanks for the Kuna young 
people who travel to remote 
Kuna villages to share the 
Gospel through Vacation Bible 
Schools and Bible studies. Praise 
the Lord for their commitment. 
Pray that their ministry has 
touched many hearts. 

25 FEBRUARY 

Praise God for the opportunity 
for the Forsters to furlough in SA.  
Pray for their health and safety.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 FEBRUARY 

Praise the Lord for a good time 

away and for having quality 

time with family. 

27 FEBRUARY 

Give thanks for Thalya's 

passport renewal. 

28 FEBRUARY 

Mariah's student visa needs to 

be renewed.  Please pray that 

all of the paperwork will be in 

hand at the time. 

1 MARCH 



 

 

 

 

ANDY & DEBBIE ABBOTT 
Literacy, South-East Asia 

Andy is planning to attend a MTT (mother tongue 

translator) workshop during March.  Please pray 

that our language helper will be able to attend 

with Andy and will gain a better understanding of 

the various steps required in translating the 

Bible into the mother tongue.   

     We are hoping that some other prospective 

MTT’s will also be able to attend. 

 

LINDA JORDAN 

Language Survey, Southern Africa 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support 

over the past year...I look forward to continuing 

in prayer together through 2015.   

     As I look back over 2014 and thank the Lord 

for his many blessings, I would especially like to 

work visa through the Angolan Ministry of 

the monthly amount needed for my Wycliffe 

ministry budget, just in time for an October 

an affordable apartment on the base of our 

partner mission in Huambo, central Angola 

(which became my new home on January 5).   

      

SEBASTIAN & KAREN FLOOR 

Translation & Administration, Southern Africa 

We were able to spend some family time with our 

grown children in Cape Town, for which we are 

really thankful. On our return trip the car gave 

trouble which took most of January to sort out, so 

we are thankful for reliable wheels again.  

     Meanwhile, we are rejoicing for a major 

breakthrough in Angola where the Evangelical 

Alliance met for their 40th anniversary convention 

and unanimously took on Bible Translation as 

part of the priority agenda of the 70 churches 

represented throughout the country.  Sebastian 

Please continue to pray for 

Rose's health as she tires easily. 

2 MARCH 

Pray for a good school year for 

Mariah and Thalya. 

 

3 MARCH 

Give thanks for the upcoming 

workshop. Pray that their 

language helper will be able to 

attend with Andy. 

4 MARCH 

Please pray that more MTT’s will 

be added to the Moskona 

translation team. 

 

 

5 MARCH 

Praise God for the provision of a 
work visa through the Angolan 
Ministry of Culture in September.  

6 MARCH 

Give the Lord praise for the 
provision of 100% of the monthly 
amount needed for Linda’s 
Wycliffe ministry budget. 

7 MARCH 

Give thanks for the affordable 
apartment on the base of our 
partner mission in Huambo, 
which is now Linda’s new home. 
 

8 MARCH 

Praise God for the vision of the 

Evangelical Alliance of Angola 

to support Bible Translation. 

9 MARCH 

Give thanks for God’s provision 

of reliable transport after weeks 

of car trouble. 

10 MARCH 

Pray for strengthening and  

blessing over new partnerships  



will travel to Angola again in March to follow up 

with training in Bible translation.   
 

 

 

 

 

KEN & CORINE BROWN 

Furlough, South Africa 

We are so grateful to be in a beautiful little 

cottage in Barberton while on furlough in SA 

until the end of March. We can see our good 

Shepherd’s love and provision in this real answer 

to prayer. We’re busy visiting and sharing about 

our ministry at various meetings, supporting 

churches and groups in Barberton and Gauteng – 

I make trips to Gauteng and some week-ends 

Corine and the children join me. Fin and Faira 

are attending a wonderful little Christian School.  

This is a welcome break from home schooling for 

Corine. We’re enjoying having more time to read 

too - articles and books on Bible Storying and 

other subjects we don’t usually get time for in the 

village. 

     We realise how dependent we are on God, and 

how much we need prayer support to be an 

effective witness among the people we work 

with.  Therefore it has been wonderful to have 

fellowship with believers, worship together and 

reconnect with family and good friends. It is good, 

too, to be able to share about our work and vision 

with interested groups and see how people are 

prompted to partner with us in prayer and 

financially.  

     On a more personal note … our leaders have 

suggested that we should consider having a base 

both in the city and the village.  Our translation 

and Scripture Engagement work in the village 

would continue, but to effectively reach the 

Nahara people and have a healthy family life, we 

may need to be close to a good school in Nampula. 

 

JUNE DICKIE 

Translation, South Africa 

On 1 Feb I moved to Pietermaritzburg for a year 

or so, to be closer to the people with whom I will 

formed for spreading God’s  

Word through Bible translation. 

11 MARCH 

Please pray with the Floors for 

wisdom and sensitivity to the 

Lord in making decisions on 

both a personal and work level. 

 

12 MARCH 

Praise God for answered 

prayer for a good place to stay 

while on furlough and for a 

school for Fin and Faira.  

13 MARCH 

Pray for safety when travelling 

and new insights through Ken’s 

reading. 

14 MARCH 

Praise God for family, friends 

and the blessing of worship. 

15 MARCH 

Please pray for continued 

opportunities to share about 

their work and for new 

partners. 

16 MARCH 

Please pray for wisdom as they 

weigh up various options.  Pray 

for them to stay in the centre of 

God’s will, hearing His voice. 

17 MARCH 

Please pray for their furlough to 

be a time of rest and 

restoration. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 MARCH 



be studying.  I am to be researching “oral Bible 

translation” and hope to be able to learn and 

apply valuable principles that will help Bible 

translation in illiterate communities.  

     I continue to be very concerned for my 

Nigerian colleagues in the Kibaku team who, with 

the insurgency, continue to live in a very difficult 

and dangerous situation. Please pray for them, 

and for the translation work among the Kibaku – 

that significant and helpful changes will be made 

in the way the program is being run. Also please 

pray for the Hyam team, who I was helping, but 

circumstances are such that I probably will not be 

able to continue to do so.  

     I am also concerned about the distribution of 

the Mwani Scriptures in Mozambique; the 

remaining half-ton of books are to be moved to the 

premises of Radio Nuru (a Christian radio station 

focusing on the Mwani). Please pray that God will 

raise up people with a vision to reach out to the 

Mwani and distribute the books, and please pray 

for blessing on the ministry of Radio Nuru, one of 

the few “lights” in that community.        

 

RUBEN  & MARIA DUBEI 

Scripture Engagement & Admin, South Africa 

On January 25 we celebrated 10 years of 

missionary work (9 years in Ghana and 1 in 

Southern Africa). We are grateful to God for all 

His loving care, encouragement, provision, 

protection, wisdom, power and patience, which 

have helped us to know Him more. 

     In 2014 only, here in Southern Africa, I 

participated in 11 workshops, seven as facilitator, 

and I took over two oral Bible translation projects 

with the San people in Botswana.  Since July 

2014 when I took over the two Oral Scripture 

projects (Naro and //Gana & /Gui), we have 

translated and recorded ten passages in each 

project. There are plans to start new projects in 

2015 in other languages. Please continue to pray 

with us that God's Word in the local language 

would be spread to all the San people, would 

bring them to Christ and to a life full of meaning 

and hope. 

     We thank God for our faithful friends who are 

dear to us, and who have been with us praying 

Praise the Lord for opening the 

door for June to study. Pray for 

strength and courage for her to 

be able to make the most of 

the opportunity. 

19 MARCH 

Pray for the Kibaku and Hyam 

translation teams, that they 

would make significant 

progress this year. 

20 MARCH 

Pray for Radio Nuru, for an 

increasing positive impact 

among the Mwani, and for 

many more Kimwani Scriptures 

to be distributed and “eaten” 

this year (“Thy words were 

found, and I ate them …” Jer 

15:16). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 MARCH 

Praise God for His loving care 

and for their faithful supporters 

during their ten years of 

missionary work.  

22 MARCH 

Give praise for the privilege of 

helping to get God's Word to 

the SAN people in their heart 

languages. Pray that the work 

would bear much fruit and 

bring hope to the SAN 

communities. 

23 MARCH 

Please pray for the plans to 

add two new projects starting 

in 2015. 

24 MARCH 



and supporting us in both successful and difficult 

times. 

     Pray for Maria who, besides her home 

responsibilities and helping our children with 

schooling, in the office combines the Human 

Resource work with some responsibilities as the 

Personal Assistant for the Director. 

 

ROELIE & VASTI VAN DER SPUY 

Translation, Asia & South Africa 

We are very thankful to the Lord that the 

translators have completed the first draft of the 

NT!  It will take us, as a team, another 2 years to 

do peer checking, exegetical checking and 

comprehension, or community checking, and 

finalising the text for printing. The translators 

are very motivated to complete the work as soon 

as possible! 

     Unfortunately there were some disagreements 

between one translator and the local exegete. 

Both have very strong personalities and in the 

long run they felt that they could not work 

together anymore. Please pray for the translator, 

Emaret, who has now lost most of her salary and 

work. Please also pray for the team members who 

did not want to work with her, that they see their 

part in the broken relationship and try to heal it. 

     In the process of becoming a full translation 

consultant, I have to attend translation sessions 

led by already qualified consultants. Please pray 

for the planning and provision for these trips that 

will probably take place in April and June. 

     On a personal note, we rejoice that my 

daughter, Susanne, got married in December! 

And my youngest son, Dawid, completed his 

Engineering studies!  Lastly, please pray with me 

that I would be able to see most of our supporting 

churches, groups and individuals during this 

year, since now I am working and living in SA! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pray for strength for Maria in 

her responsibilities in the office 

and at home. 

25 MARCH 

Give thanks for the growth of 

their children physically, 

spiritually and in their school 

education.  

 
 

26 MARCH 

Praise the Lord for the 

completion of the first draft of 

the NT!  

27 MARCH 

Pray that the work will run 

smoothly to complete all the 

necessary steps within two 

years.  

28 MARCH 

Please pray for Emaret, her 

future and her relationship with 

the translation team.  

29 MARCH 

Ask for the Lord’s mercies and 

provision on Roelie’s path to 

becoming a consultant.  

30 MARCH 

Pray for the Lord to open 

opportunities for Roelie to be 

able to visit all who are 

involved in this work of His. 

31 MARCH 

Thank the Lord for Susanne’s 

marriage and for Dawid’s 

success in his studies. 
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