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STEPHEN & LEZELLE COERTZE 

Missiological Consultant, South Africa 

We are most grateful to our Lord for His care and 

blessing over us as a family. This has been one of 

the most unsettling and, at the same time, 

constructive years that we have ever experienced. 

Stephen’s mom and Lezelle’s dad both passed 

away. The aftermath of these bereavements has 

been extremely draining.  I, Stephen, had 10 

international trips, facilitated numerous 

consultations and attended many crucial 

meetings as part of my role on the Global 

Leadership Team. Both Lezelle and Natasha 

graduated in their respective fields of study. Ivan 

is excelling in various disciplines at school, and 

was an event winner in the music division of the 

East Gauteng Eisteddfod Society competition. 

     I will be in Asia from 30 Nov to 6 Dec where I 

will lead a joint Alliance and SIL missiological 

consultation.  Participating will be 54 leaders 

from these two organisations.   

 

HAZEL LARGE 

Furlough, South Africa 

I am planning to begin a Masters Degree at 

Redcliffe Bible College on 5 January.  However, I 

need to raise a very large amount of money before 

then.  I would value your prayers for an increase 

in my monthly income as well as an additional 

amount for the cost of the course. This needs to 

come together by mid-December.  

     In the meantime, I continue to visit friends 

and supporters.  I will be in the Eastern Cape 

during November and December.  

     I am grateful to the Lord that I am doing much 

better than I was when I arrived in South Africa 

in July.  I have rested well and sorted out a 

number of health issues, and feel ready to move 

on to the next step. 

1 DECEMBER 

Please pray for the Dec 
consultation, for the safety of the 
participants and successful 
discussions. 

2 DECEMBER 

Pray for discernment, wisdom 

and a positive outcome for 

current and future translation 

projects. 

3 DECEMBER 

Thank God for carrying the 

Coertzes through a very 

difficult year. Praise Him for His 

goodness and care for them as 

a family and for blessing them 

through their achievements. 

 

 

 

 

4 DECEMBER 

Give thanks for Hazel’s 

improved health. 

5 DECEMBER 

Pray for many opportunities to 

visit friends and supporters. 

6 DECEMBER 

Please pray for an increase in 

Hazel’s monthly support. 

7 DECEMBER 

Pray for the Lord’s provision of 

the funds needed to pay for 

the degree course. 
 



WENDY LOCK 

Education, Philippines 

I am excited to have a short-term mission team of 

10 coming from Rosebank Union Church to visit 

me and do ministry here in Manila. They arrive 

on 7 December.  Some leave on 16 December, 

while others stay until December 21. Please pray 

for safety as they travel and that God will use 

them to be a huge blessing in the children's 

homes, squatter schools and, of course, at Faith 

Academy as well. I already feel encouraged 

knowing that they are coming.  Pray that this will 

be a life changing experience for them.  

     I am continuing to struggle with my voice and 

have discovered that surgery is needed to remove 

the polyp on my vocal chords. Please pray for 

wisdom to know when to do the surgery as it 

requires a few weeks of voice rest afterwards, and 

this is not conducive to teaching first graders.  

      

ANDY & DEBBIE ABBOTT 
Literacy, South-East Asia 

We hope to teach another set of chronological 

Bible story lessons in the village in early 

December.    

     We are thankful that the Lord has made a way 

for our son, Jordan, to visit us over Christmas.  It 

will be the first time in a year that we will be 

seeing him.   

 

 

 

RIAAN AND EMESE FERREIRA 

Furlough, Hungary & South Africa 

We want to thank you for your continued support 

through prayer, emotionally and financially as we 

trust God for the future He has for us. With a 

grateful heart we can say that God is already 

revealing some aspects to us although we don’t 

have a final plan yet, but we will keep you 

updated. 

     The last few weeks have been very difficult for 

us.  Emese's mother was taken to hospital on 11 

October and a few days later she was diagnosed 

with lung cancer. She went to her heavenly home 

on 19 October. We are still in a state of shock, but 

8 DECEMBER 

Praise God for the visit of the 
mission team.  Pray for safety 
and good health.  

9 DECEMBER 

Pray that they will have blessed 

times of ministry.  

10 DECEMBER 

Pray that God will meet with 

each member of the team in a 

special way as they serve Him 

there. 

11 DECEMBER 

Please continue to pray for 

healing of Wendy’s voice and 

for wisdom to know the best 

time for surgery. 

 

12 DECEMBER 

Please pray that those 

attending the Bible lessons will 

better understand God’s plan 

of salvation for them.   

13 DECEMBER 

Praise the Lord that Jordan is 

able to visit his family.  Pray for 

travel mercies and for a 

blessed time together. 

 

 

14 DECEMBER 

Please pray for wisdom and 
God’s guidance as Riaan and 
Emese wait on Him for their 
future assignment.  

15 DECEMBER 

Pray for comfort for Emese and 
her family as they mourn her 
mother’s passing.  

 

 

 



are comforted by people's prayers and the fact 

that we know she is now safe, without any pain 

and with the Prince of Peace. Riaan will be 

returning to SA on 15 Nov and Emese will be 

staying with her father until 31 December. 

 

TOM & SHARON JACOB 
Translation & Administration, South Africa 

Sharon’s father, Vernon, has been in and out of 

hospital and we would appreciate prayer for his 

health.  Jordan is doing very well at Rift Valley 

Academy and it will be good to have him home for 

the holidays.  We look forward to quality time 

spent with family and friends.   
     Tom is preparing for a consultant check of the 

book of Genesis in the Laarim language of South 

Sudan.  Pray for diligence and perseverance as he 

works with this awesome and lengthy book of 

beginnings written by the great prophet 

Moses. Please pray for wisdom for Sharon as she 

manages the many human resource matters for 

Wycliffe SA.    

     Travis is excelling in his nursing studies at 

Pensacola Christian College.  He also works part-

time as a life guard at the local YMCA.  Please 

pray that Sydney would soon get the necessary 

papers to allow her to work in the USA and that 

she would find a good job.  Travis is suffering 

with allodynia, a painful skin condition.  Please 

pray for healing.  
 

JUNE DICKIE 

Language Work, South Africa & Nigeria 

Give praise to the Lord for a wonderful two weeks 

of fellowship with a dear friend and her family in 

Orlando, USA.  Unfortunately I fractured a bone 

in my right hand which required treatment in SA. 

     I am thankful for the direction and vision I 

received during the training and staff meetings in 

Dallas. I am asking the Lord to continue to open 

the right doors and close the wrong doors 

regarding 2015 when I will move into a different 

phase of my work.    

     I would be glad of prayer for the two teams in 

Nigeria with whom I have been checking 

Scripture. Pray we can come to a good place of 

working together, possibly at a distance. 

 

 
 

 
 

16 DECEMBER 

Please pray for better health for 
Sharon’s father. 

17 DECEMBER 

Pray for good holiday time with 

family and friends. 

18 DECEMBER 

Pray for the preparation of the 

Genesis check in the Laarim 

language. 

19 DECEMBER 

Ask for God’s wisdom for 

Sharon regarding human 

resource management. 

20 DECEMBER 

Give thanks that Travis’s studies 

are going well.  Please pray for 

healing of his skin condition, 

and for a good job for Sydney. 

 

 

 

21 DECEMBER 

Praise the Lord for a blessed time 
in Orlando. 

22 DECEMBER 

Pray for healing of June’s injured 
hand. 

23 DECEMBER 

Please pray for wisdom and 
God’s leading regarding June’s 
future work. 

24 DECEMBER 

Pray for the two translation 
teams in Nigeria, for progress 
and a good working relationship.  



CHRISTMAS GREETING 

Wycliffe SA wishes you a truly blessed Christmas!  

We thank you for your faithful partnership in 

prayer for our members and their families and 

the 350 million plus people still waiting to read 

about the birth of Jesus, Saviour of the world, in 

their own language.  We appreciate you!  

 

HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM 

Europe Area Administration, South Africa 

Elsbeth was able to submit the six mandatory 

reports on time – thank you for praying.  Please 

pray that these reports will be instrumental in 

raising public awareness of our East European 

scholarship students and their potential to serve 

as Bible translators and in related roles. 

     Harry is recovering well from surgery - the lab 

report shows that there was no cancer on the 

borders of the gland, which means that it should 

not have spread.  He will have a check-up and 

PSA blood tests at the beginning of February to 

make sure. Recovery time is given as 8 weeks.  

We thank the Lord for His wonderful care and 

provision and want to thank you for your prayers. 

 

LEN & GILL ALLWRIGHT 

Administration, Australia 

Praise God for the large crowd who attended our 

Wycliffe event in Sydney on 25 Oct.  Some were 

Wycliffe members, current, retired or preparing 

to go to the field. Some were family of members. 

Others have supported the work of Wycliffe for 

many years - in prayer or finances. Several are in 

the application process. We shared an evening of 

reminiscing, reflecting and praising God who has 

guided and provided for 60 years since the first 

five members of Wycliffe Australia left for the 

field. There was time, too, to consider what is the 

heart and soul of Wycliffe and how that could be 

expressed in the future. 

     New members Tim and Prue Scott and their 

three children left for Germany on 7 October to 

take up their assignment to Black Forest 

Academy to support translators and other 

missionaries by helping to educate their children.   

     We have heard from colleagues in Papua New 

25 DECEMBER 

Praise and thank God for His 
indescribable gift!  Ask the Lord 
to speed up the process of 
getting His precious Word out to 
EVERY language worldwide.  

 

 

26 DECEMBER 

Praise the Lord that all six 
mandatory reports were 
submitted in time.   

27 DECEMBER 

Pray that these reports will be 

instrumental in raising public 

awareness of the students and 

their potential to serve as Bible 

translators and in related roles. 

28 DECEMBER 

Please continue to pray for a 
steady recovery for Harry.    

 

 

 

29 DECEMBER 

Praise God for all who came on 
25 Oct.  Ask God to continue to 
work in their lives - to inspire them 
to play whatever role He has for 
them in His mission worldwide. 

30 DECEMBER 

Praise God for supplying the 
financial supporters needed for 
the Scotts to leave. Pray for them 
as they adjust to a new way of 
life. 

31 DECEMBER 

Pray for those at Ukarumpa who 
are over burdened and ask for 
more workers to be sent out to 
help them. 

1 JANUARY 

Pray for daily wisdom, grace 

and strength for George and 



Guinea that there is an acute shortage of teachers 

at Ukarumpa International School and that other 

positions at the Centre are also vacant, causing 

those who are there to carry heavy loads.  

     Our fourth grandchild was due in mid-

November - the first child of Sharon and George. 

 

MICHAEL & CHARLOTTE CORDEN 

Furlough, Australia 

From 1 Nov we will be on recovery leave for some 

much-needed refreshing and renewal of body, 

mind and spirit. We have been very busy over the 

past three or so years getting the Yumplatok 

Bible ready for printing.  Lately, we have been 

involved in two separate blessings and 

dedications of the Yumplatok Bible.  We have also 

recently seen the arrival in Cairns of the 60ft 

Bible boat that will be used to promote the 

Scriptures in the Torres Strait along with its crew 

of Ben Gauntlett and Mike and Karen Osborn.  

Please pray for the team as they get busy with 

the major promotional push while we take a 

significant time-out.  

 

KEN & CORINE BROWN 

Furlough, South Africa 

The local man who joined our translation team 

has a good memory for stories and a willing heart. 

We’re now able to orally translate Bible stories 

(using recordings) so much quicker. We have 23 

stories that we’ve been testing in various ways, 

including at the Bible Storying group every week.  

     We translated the story of Jesus calming the 

storm which is particularly relevant here as 

people periodically die at sea during a storm. Fear 

is also a dominant theme in people’s lives: they 

fear the sea, curses, their ancestors, witches, 

illness and, of course, death. In this story Jesus 

rebukes the wind and the waves and they obey. 

This was amazing to the disciples as well as to 

the participants of our Storying group. It seems 

God is opening their minds to something of the 

authority and power of Jesus.  During the 

discussion time they agreed that it is far better to 

fear the One who has power over the storm than 

the storm itself.  

     We are on furlough in SA now. It was hard to 

Sharon as they learn to be 

godly parents. 
 
 
 

 

2 JANUARY 

Praise God for the printing and 
dedications of the Yumplatok 
Bible. 

3 JANUARY 

Pray for rest and renewal of 
body, mind and spirit.  

4 JANUARY 

Pray for a major improvement in 
Melora’s health.  She has been 
unwell for around 4 years.   

5 JANUARY 

Please pray for the Lord’s 

provision of an increase in their 

financial support. 

 

6 JANUARY 

Praise God for the new 

recordings.  Pray that the 

stories will be understood and 

impact people’s hearts and 

lives. 

7 JANUARY 

Pray that the Storying group will 

grow in faith and 

understanding of God the 

Father, and that they will trust in 

Jesus for salvation rather than 

in “good works.” 

8 JANUARY 

Pray that the group will 

continue to meet, listen to and 

discuss new stories, as they said 

they wanted to. 

9 JANUARY 

Pray that Fin and Faira will enjoy 
and grow from the ACE school 



interrupt our translation work and put the Bible 

Storying group on hold, but we have left ten new 

Audibible players with them and others. These 

have the 23 Bible stories recorded on them, plus 

parts of the Makhuwa NT.  (Earlier in the year 

we were able to distribute 300 similar players and 

30 SD cards with Makhuwa Scriptures.)   

     Fin will start grade 2 in English at an ACE 

school in Barberton, so Corine has been helping 

him make the transition from Afrikaans to 

English reading and writing. He is coping very 

well and Faira is also happily participating in 

school. We are enjoying spending time with 

friends and family, and worshipping with fellow 

believers. We will be based in Barberton from 

January to March but I will make regular trips to 

Gauteng to share with various groups. 

 

STEVE AND JOHANNA PILLINGER 

Typesetting, Sub-Saharan Africa 

Steve's work:  It was a privilege to have with us 

two translators from Ivory Coast for three weeks 

in Sept to start on the typesetting of their Djimini 

Bible (entire Bible).  One translator, Mattieu, had 

been involved in the translation since 1979; his 

colleague, Moise, since 1994. They worked on the 

translation right through 10 years of civil war; 

and now their work is coming to completion. To 

see their reactions to shaping the text into an 

official Bible was a privilege!  Steve will continue 

with the typesetting for the next 3-4 months. 

     Meanwhile, he starts on the preparation of the 

typesetting of the Lubwisi NT in Uganda, partly 

by doing some checking himself, and partly by 

giving the Lubwisi team guidance to prepare the 

text for that final stage of typesetting.   

     I (Johanna) have made a modest start as artist 

on the Wycliffe SA team.  In Sept the Kuna Bible 

was dedicated in Panama and I made a quilt as a 

gift from Wycliffe SA. I have also done a few other 

more minor art jobs.  I was relieved to receive a 

new South African temporary spousal visa. 

     Our daughter, Jen, had her South African 

spousal visa rejected on some minor detail and 

appealed against the decision. She is still waiting 

for the outcome.  On 27 Nov our South African 

daughter-in-law arrived from Scotland where she 

and our son, Stephen, live with her parents. Rosie 

experience. 

10 JANUARY 

Praise God for time to relax 

and enjoy fellowship. Pray for 

renewal and spiritual input after 

a challenging year.   

11 JANUARY 

Praise God for providing good 

accommodation in Barberton. 

12 JANUARY 

Pray that God will use them to 

communicate His heart for the 

Mozambican people, and pray 

for more people to partner with 

them in their work.  

 

13 JANUARY 

Give thanks for the translators 

of the Djimini Bible and a very 

good start on the typesetting 

(Ivory Coast). 

14 JANUARY 

Please pray for the ongoing 

typesetting of the Djimini Bible. 

15 JANUARY 

Pray for the completion of the 

Lubwisi NT (Uganda) and the 

start of its typesetting. 

16 JANUARY 

Praise the Lord for Johanna’s 

successful application for a 

new spousal visa. 

17 JANUARY 

Give thanks that Johanna is 

able to enrich the work of WSA 

through some artwork. 

18 JANUARY 

Pray for spousal visas for their 

daughter Jen (SA) and 

daughter-in-law Rosie (UK), and 

the application for permanent 

residency in SA for Johanna. 

 



will be with us for 5-6 months till she has a UK 

spousal visa.  Thank you for your prayers!  

 

RUBEN  & MARIA DUBEI 

Scripture Engagement & Admin, South Africa 

The Naro, //Gana and /Gui people groups have 

been experiencing much suffering and oppression 

from other groups which has resulted in loss of 

hope, addiction to alcohol, violence, and broken 

families and communities. We pray that God's 

Word in their languages will heal their wounded 

hearts and bring them hope. After learning a 

Bible story, participants go out into the 

community and use the story to minister to 

others.  We also pray that the Oral Scripture 

program will strengthen the existing churches to 

proclaim the Gospel to all of their communities. 
     Please pray with us for improved strategies of 

developing and engaging the oral Scriptures in 

the SAN languages.  There are plans to start 

projects in other SAN groups still waiting for 

God's Word.  Please pray for wisdom, strength, 

and resources.  

     We thank God for enabling Maria and four 

other people with a heart for Bible translation in 

southern Africa, to climb the Drakensberg.  These 

prayer climbers, along with many prayer 

supporters, committed to praying for seven new 

Bible translation projects. Please pray for a good 

start and significant progress in these projects. 

 

DURK & SANDY MEIJER 
Scripture Engagement, Southern Africa 

It was so special to attend the performance of the 

Kingdom Dancers, where Sandy, Elliot, Tessa, 

and Isabella enjoyed expressing themselves 

through the biblical theme of love.  I could have 

watched it over and over again!  Sandy shared a 

testimonial dance sitting on the floor with a boot 

to protect her foot. At her check-up we were told 

that the healing is going well.  Another praise 

item is that Elliot received a scholarship for 

Hawaii Pacific University to study marine 

biology. It will take care of more than 50% of his 

expenses.  He has also completed tests for 

becoming a First Aid medic through the volunteer 

Sea Rescue program that he is enjoying.   

 

 

 

19 JANUARY 

Please pray that God's Word 

would bring hope to the SAN 

people. 

20 JANUARY 

Pray for God's help during the 

future workshops with the Naro, 

//Gana & /Gui.  

21 JANUARY 

Pray that the program will 

strengthen the churches to 

minister to their communities.  

22 JANUARY 

Ask God for a growing 

engagement of the oral 

Scriptures.  Pray for wisdom, 

strength and resources. 

23 JANUARY 

Praise the Lord for a blessed 

prayer climb and His protection 

over the climbers.  Pray for a 

good start to the seven new 

translation projects. 

 

 

 

24 JANUARY 

Praise the Lord for the Kingdom 
Dancers and their testimony. 

25 JANUARY 

Give thanks that Sandy’s foot is 
healing well.  Pray for complete 
recovery. 

26 JANUARY 

Praise God for the scholarship 
awarded to Elliot to study marine 
biology, and for his achievement 
in First Aid through the Sea 
Rescue program.   

 



     I am able to share with you a glimpse of the 

East of Africa trip through this response: “We 

thank you for the story telling workshop which 

was an eye-opener for most of us.  Before, we had 

tried out a series of discovery Scripture studies 

with chronological passages (translated into the 

local language). The problem is that the people 

here live in an oral culture and are not used to 

reading texts. There exist only a few written texts 

in their mother tongue. The workshop showed us 

that oral stories fit much better into the local way 

of sharing the Good News than reading from 

texts, even if they are literate people. As you 

stated, they eagerly memorized the story and 

some of them told it to their families/friends. The 

group met again last week to discuss how we 

would continue this project together.”  

 

ROY & ROSE TIBBIT 

Administration, South Africa 

We thank God as a family for His grace and 

strength in this last year. School work and 

assignments continue to be a challenge for 

Mariah and Thalya. Mariah moves into High 

School and Thalya into grade six.  Our Friday 

Bible Club continues to grow and we are thankful 

for the input we have into these girls’ lives. 

     We are encouraged by all that God is doing in 

Southern Africa and feel very privileged to be a 

part of His work here. Continue to pray with us 

as we focus on the next seven language groups to 

be reached with God’s Word.  The groups are the 

Nyaneka, Chuwabo, Kwandu, Mashi, Khwe, 

Tonga and the Bara. 

     Thank you to all of those on our prayer and 

financial team. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

27 JANUARY 

Give praise for the successful 
story telling workshop.  Pray for 
enthusiasm and perseverance in 
the group, and for God’s 
wisdom and leading as they 
move forward with the project of 
learning and spreading the 
Good News of the Gospel.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

28 JANUARY 

Please pray that Mariah and 

Thalya, and the Tibbits’ 

granddaughter in Canada, will 

grow in their faith, and will 

cope well with their school 

work. 

29 JANUARY 

Pray that the Bible Club girls will 

grow in their love for God’s 

Word and desire to share it. 

30 JANUARY 

Pray for the next 7 language 
groups to be reached with 
God’s Word. 

31 JANUARY 

Please pray that their two 
children, John and Joy, will be 
drawn back to the Lord. 
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