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The 2014 prayer climb officially began after a time of commissioning and prayer at the Wycliffe 

office on Thursday morning. The prayer that stood out for us was that we would be given insight into 

how we should prayer for each of the seven Bible-less groups in focus for this year’s prayer climb.  

The first evening was set aside for a time of bonding over a braai, followed by prayer for the climb, 

the climbers and our guide, Sibu. The schedule had us taking turns to lead, which we prepared 

ourselves for by going through the prayer guide and the scriptures chosen for the three days. One 

verse that really stood out for us was the one that speaks of Jesus who ever lives to intercede for us. 

(Heb. 7:25). This scripture strengthened our faith to join Jesus in His work of intercession, mingling 

our prayer with His. How’s that for direct access to the Father’s throne!  

The team of five was quite diverse, including English, Afrikaans, Romanian and Zulu as first 

languages, but each with a heart-beat for prayer. The Lord gave us the idea of seeing every step we 

took to represent the name of someone in the group we had just prayed for. On the first morning we 

felt led to ask God for at least another 10,000 new believers among the Nyanyeka. By the time we 

stopped for a break we checked our step-counting ap and found that we had completed exactly 

10,000 steps! 

On the second morning we were just coming up to lunch when we would be praying for the Khwe (a 

San group) when we came across a cave with San rock paintings. Sibu interpreted the meaning of 

the drawings which gave us a lot of insight into how we should pray for the Khwe. 

The last morning we came around a bend to find six Eland standing as sentinels about 200 m from 

us. The six of them stood looking at the six of us looking at them. Sibu’s jaw dropped at the sight, 

saying that in all the years he had been leading hiking groups on that particular trail he had never 

come across an Eland. To him the Eland represents tremendous blessing so the fact that God had 

posted one Eland for each of us was very significant. Throughout the climb we had many 

opportunities to share the Gospel with Sibu, our guide. We shared frankly with him that Christ is the 

only Way to God. We invited him to join us for our prayer sessions, which he was keen to do. His 

custom was to bring up the rear with the last in line. Comparing notes with one another we 

discovered that he was opening his heart with whomever that happened to be. By the end of the 

climb, we thanked God for the deep level of trust and openness we were given with Sibu. By the end 

of the climb he asked if he could keep a copy of the prayer guide, and expressed a real desire to stay 

in touch with us. The five of us have committed to contacting him at least once a month to keep 

sowing the seeds of faith in his heart.   

In every way, the prayer climb was exactly that. Our times of prayer for each of the seven were really 

blessed, and we look forward to seeing God at work among them. On a personal level too, we often 

broke out into spontaneous prayer for one another about the issues we became aware of in each 

other’s lives as we walked. We will definitely be doing this again!  

“I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent or hold their peace day 

or night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest and give Him no rest until He establishes 

Jerusalem, and makes her the praise of the earth.”  – Is.62:6 


