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	WENDY LOCK

Education, Philippines 
There is a team of 5 teachers coming for a visit from my church and will be here in Manila from 3-12 Dec. They will be spending 5 days ministering in an urban poor situation and being a blessing to the poorest of poor.  Then they will spend some time at Faith Academy as well.  Pray that this visit will be an amazing experience for each of them.  Pray for travel safety, health and energy in this hot climate. We want to be able to give them a wonderful taste of missions here in the Philippines. 
     December also comes with a break of 3 weeks over Christmas.  Pray that I will get much-needed rest over this time, and that even though I will be far away from my family, I will be able to reach out to others and be a blessing to those fellow colleagues who also feel a little homesick at Christmas time.  

     A little girl, Kassia, will be joining our class at the start of the new semester in January.  Pray that she will settle well here in the Philippines and at our school and that she will make new friends quickly.

  
	1 DECEMBER

Praise the Lord for the team that will be visiting Manila from Rosebank Union Church.

2 DECEMBER

Pray for safety, health and energy as they minister in a very difficult and challenging area of Manila.

3 DECEMBER

Please pray for a restful Christmas break.

4 DECEMBER

Pray for Kassia as she joins Wendy’s 2nd Grade class in January.



	HAZEL LARGE

Literacy, Niger
During the last week of November and two weeks in December I will be leading a literacy teacher training course for Zarma and Hausa teachers. This training is in effect the launch of a new approach to the literacy problem in Niger. Instead of SIL running classes, we provide training, materials and technical support for projects run by others. 'Others', at the moment, are churches. About eight have signed agreements with us.  There are also new materials for the Zarma teachers to use. I've been working on them for about a year, and have used research and observations from my seven years in Niger to put together what I think will be helpful.  During the coming literacy season, the materials will be used by the teachers and together we will verify their effectiveness.

     I'm very grateful to the Lord for the means to travel to Mali for Christmas. This neighbouring country is a lot like Niger, but more prosperous. I will be spending the time with an English friend and former housemate. The trip includes a few days by a lake in a wonderfully relaxing setting, with a big group of friends.

     In November I turned 50! It's given me the occasion to reflect and to give thanks. I have spent more than half of my life serving with Wycliffe!  It seems to me that I'm still far too young to have lived a half century.
	5 DECEMBER

Pray for the smooth running of the literacy training.

6 DECEMBER

Please pray for good teamwork during the training.

7 DECEMBER

Pray for the church literacy partners – that they will find the funding they need, and will run the classes well.

8 DECEMBER

Praise the Lord for the new literacy materials, and pray that they will be effective.

9 DECEMBER

Give thanks for the opportunity for Hazel to rest over Christmas, and to visit friends.



	LEN & GILL ALLWRIGHT

Administration, Australia
Maintaining contact with our New South Wales members on the field and on furlough, and also with local Wycliffe supporters, is an important aspect of our work. We are helping in the planning of a meeting on 10 December where local friends of Wycliffe will hear reports from about seven teams currently on furlough in this area.

     News from Papua New Guinea is that a number of training courses are taking place – Translators’ Training Courses for nationals, programme planning instruction, improving of literacy skills, preparing of new groups of nationals in villages to become involved in translating for their own language (there are still 300 languages needing the translated Word of God) as well as Scripture Application and Leadership Training courses for groups which have recently received their New Testaments. Also, typesetting of translations which have been finished and checked is going ahead and some which have been completed are in the process of being printed.

     More news is that the aviation department is busy with the replacement of the older Cessna aircraft with the Kodiak machines, the third of which has recently arrived. These planes use jet fuel, rather than the very expensive and hard to obtain avgas, and have been specially designed for missionary aviation work. This means that the pilots and aircraft engineers have to undergo special training on the new planes, mostly in the USA.

     We are planning a short furlough in SA from 3 March to 5 May, followed by a couple of weeks in the UK, before returning to Sydney on 30 May. We hope to see many of you, our friends and supporters, during this time.
	10 DECEMBER

Pray for a good meeting today, that field members will be encouraged and supporters and friends challenged in their level of involvement in the work of spreading the Gospel.

11 DECEMBER

Pray for national translators during the holiday period – to maintain their spiritual vigour and enthusiasm for the work of translation.

12 DECEMBER

Please pray that the reading of the Christmas story in the local languages (some for the first time) will communicate clearly to the people.

13 DECEMBER

Pray for the aviation programme in PNG – the adapting to the new aircraft, the training involved, and the flying in the difficult and treacherous conditions that are part of the task.

14 DECEMBER

Praise the Lord for the training courses taking place in PNG.



	KEITH & WILMA FORSTER

Translation, Central America

In the midst of all the activities of these days, thank you for taking time to pray with us and for us. 

     Rejoice with us! Yes! The translation of the Kuna Old Testament is complete. How exciting it was a few weeks ago to have the Bible Society consultant declare, "It's done! All my checks are finished. You are free to publish!" We are deeply grateful to the Lord for His enabling in allowing us to see this nine-year project to completion. The four-man Kuna team smiled from ear to ear at the consultant’s declaration. Thank you so, so much for standing with us through the years - praying when there were bumps in the road...rejoicing when there were triumphs. YOU have been a WONDERFUL SUPPORT TEAM!  

     "What's next?" you may ask. We have set aside the next year to revise the Kuna New Testament. It was published in 1995. In the intervening years, some things have been learned about writing the language which enhance the translation. We want to incorporate those changes in the Kuna Bible. There are also some standard computer checks that need to be run on the whole Bible before it goes to press. Target date for sending the Bible off to the printers is early 2013...SO‼!... Plea-e-e-ease pray on‼! 

     January is the month of school vacations in Panama. Many Christian young people from Kuna churches in the city will use vacation time to go to remote areas to conduct Vacation Bible Schools. Pray for safety as they travel, often in dangerous situations, and also pray that these outreach opportunities will be used powerfully by the Lord to bring many Kuna (boys and girls, men and women) to the Lord. 

     Over the Christmas Season, we look forward to a three-week break in Dallas, Texas, with our three children and their families. A special bonus will be the visit of three of our grand-nieces from Cape Town. What a special time that will be. 
	15 DECEMBER

Praise the Lord for the completed translation of the Kuna Old Testament and that it has been cleared for publication.

16 DECEMBER

Give praise for the enthusiastic response to the books of Psalms, Proverbs and Exodus which are available as individual books.

17 DECEMBER

Please pray for wisdom and alert minds as the translation team revises the Kuna New Testament.

18 DECEMBER

Pray for growing enthusiasm for and anticipation of the arrival of the Kuna Bible.

19 DECEMBER

Pray for health and protection from any attacks of the Evil One over the translation team, their families and the Forsters.

20 DECEMBER

Pray for the blessing of the Lord on Vacation Bible Schools to be held in remote Kuna villages during January.

21 DECEMBER

Pray for a blessed time with family.



	TOM & SHARON JACOB

Translation & Administration, East Africa
Recently Tom was in Juba, South Sudan, checking Philippians, Colossians & 2 Corinthians with the Keliko translators.  Please pray for him as he consults with different translators and for Sharon as she deals with challenging issues in her Personnel Coordinator role.

     Travis is training with Operation Mobilization near Pretoria.  Please pray that his course will go well.  We are planning to visit with family in South Africa for Christmas.  


	22 DECEMBER

Pray for the Lord’s wisdom as Tom works with various translators, and for Sharon as she deals with challenging personnel issues. 

23 DECEMBER

Please pray that Travis will be really blessed as he trains with OM. 

24 DECEMBER

Pray for a special visit with family over Christmas.



	CHRISTMAS GREETING

Thank you for your faithful prayer support on behalf of our members and their families and the work of Bible translation.  Wycliffe SA wishes you and your loved ones a peaceful and joyous Christmas.


	25 DECEMBER

Praise and thank God for the precious gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, Saviour of the world.  

26 DECEMBER

Pray for all who have not yet heard the Gospel and for those people groups who do not have God’s Word in their mother tongue.

	ANDY & DEBBIE ABBOTT

Literacy, South-East Asia
We continue to mourn the loss of our pilot and friend, Paul Westlund, who died when his aircraft crashed in a mountain pass. Getting to our village is a little more complicated now but the Lord is opening doors and we praise Him for taking care of us.  Our children have had to face some stretching experiences in each of their lives recently and we are grateful that our loving Father knows how to use these situations to build character. 

     Andy continues with adapting the translated Scriptures into our dialect of Moskona, as well as teaching the literacy classes in the village. We are hoping for a good size group of tutors to come for training for the literacy programme...These would be people from villages we have no other access to.  

     I, Debbie, am very excited to be able to begin work on a Sunday School curriculum for the village teachers to be able to use, simply and accurately. The Lord has provided many material resources and help for this endeavour. 

     A huge praise item is the provision we have received for a new vehicle... He meets all our needs!
 


	27 DECEMBER

Pray for the Abbotts as they mourn the loss of their friend, Paul Westlund.  Pray, too, for the Westlund family. 

28 DECEMBER

Please pray for a hunger for Truth in the hearts of the Moskona people.

29 DECEMBER

Pray for good quality people to take God’s Word to outlying villages.

30 DECEMBER

Andy and Debbie would like to produce the Luke Video in Moskona and are trusting the Lord to work out the details.  Please pray.

31 DECEMBER

Pray for safety in flying in and out of the village. Papua has the most treacherous terrain in the world for flying.

1 JANUARY

Please pray for protection from malaria.

2 JANUARY

Pray for a deeper walk with God for their children.

3 JANUARY

Praise the Lord for His provision for a new vehicle.

	ROY & ROSE TIBBIT

Administration, South Africa

We thank God for the fact that we now have renters for our home in Canada for January.

     Please pray for our granddaughter Thalya’s visa. This is the third time we have submitted it.  Our daughter, Joy, joins us in January. Please pray for us as a family and for a smooth transition for the grandchildren.  We are experiencing a critical need for new prayer and financial partners.

     Praise God with us that He is sending people to Wycliffe South Africa to help share the load.  We pray that these members will feel welcome and settle in to their new roles easily.


	4 JANUARY

Praise God that the Tibbits now have renters for their home in Canada for January.

5 JANUARY

Please continue to pray for Thalya’s visa. 

6 JANUARY

Pray for the Tibbits as a family as their daughter Joy joins them in January.

7 JANUARY

Pray for new financial and prayer partners.

8 JANUARY

Praise God for the people He is sending to Wycliffe SA to help share the work load. 

	HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM

Europe Area Administration, South Africa
Elsbeth has been battling to recover after weeks of ‘flu.  Please pray for good health, strength and energy.

     Thank you for praying for Harry’s small field project funding – he received US$1,245 from an unexpected source in November, which will fund a Trauma Healing Workshop in Ghana and the leaflet sharing the 99 Beautiful Names of God in Kimwani. Pray that many people will be blessed through these projects.  Please continue to pray that other much-needed funds will come in. 
	9 JANUARY

Please pray that Elsbeth will enjoy good health again, and have more energy.

10 JANUARY

Praise the Lord for providing the necessary funds for projects in Ghana and Mozambique.   

11 JANUARY

Please continue to pray for ongoing funding for other projects.

	JUNE DICKIE

Language Work, Mozambique, South Africa

We have much to give thanks for at this year-end: the completion of the checking of the Kimwani Scriptures, and their submission to the printers in Korea, and Saweji's completion of Bible School. We have also seen the Lord carry us through some difficulties, including the robbery of Shikito's computer and Saweji's motorbike, and Shikito breaking his leg.

     There have been new experiences for me, helping two other language teams, and opportunity to begin doing some research (in the library and in the field). From December, Shikito is to be working and studying in Nampula, and Saweji is to be starting a new phase of work in Pemba. I expect to be travelling a lot, trying to assist the three language teams with whom I am now connected. 



	12 JANUARY

Praise the Lord for the completion of the checking of the Kimwani Scriptures.

13 JANUARY

Pray that the Kimwani Scriptures will be efficiently and effectively processed through the print shop in Korea.

14 JANUARY

Give praise that Saweji has completed his 3-year study programme, and pray for Shikito as he begins a higher-level Bible study course. 

15 JANUARY

Pray for Shikito as he begins a new kind of work in the office in Nampula, and for Saweji as he must get into a new work routine alone in Pemba.

16 JANUARY

Praise God for Shikito's recovery from his broken leg, and pray for protection for both men, their families, and their goods.

17 JANUARY

Pray for safe travelling for June. 

	KEN & CORINE BROWN

Scripture Use, Mozambique

Early in December we finished up a term’s work here in Mwanangome.  We’re so excited to have sent off to be printed a 1700 word dictionary in Nahara, Portuguese and English which we plan to use for continued language learning and to distribute to the Nahara people and others.  

     The Makhuwa-Nahara Grammar Booklet in Portuguese is also ready to be printed and then we will distribute it.  Its aim is to help develop this beautiful coastal language, be a blessing to the people and help us and other missionaries wanting to learn to speak Nahara well.  We’ve also been researching Nahara key terms using Biblical Proverbs as texts, as these are essential in the whole translation process.

     Because the people group we have lived with and worked amongst for the last three years is Muslim, we have been sharing our faith in indirect ways through love (practical help and relationships), prayers and referring to God as our source and hope when opportunities arise. Our prayers and desire have been to live good, holy, healthy lives while working hard in a number of areas such as: linguistics, dictionary making, language learning, cultural research, translating (adapting) proverbs and Bible storying preparations, valuing local relationships and trying to help practically where we can. 

     We really needed a break and spiritual input and are now on furlough until mid May 2012.


	18 JANUARY

Please pray that the dictionary will be used by missionaries and the local Nahara community alike, and be accepted as a valuable language tool.

19 JANUARY

Praise God that the grammar booklet and dictionary have  strengthened relationships with community leaders.
20 JANUARY

Please pray for wisdom in hearing, understanding and recording correctly the Nahara key terms. 

21 JANUARY

Please pray for God to prepare the hearts of the Nahara people to receive the Gospel.

22 JANUARY

Praise God for His faithful provision, His constant guidance and wisdom, peace and even joy, often amidst hard and challenging circumstances.

23 JANUARY

Pray for their home and workers in the village to be safe during their months away.

	ROELIE & SANDRA VAN DER SPUY

Translation & Administration, Asia
We thank the Lord for a busy and productive time!
We had a 2-week Discourse analysis workshop, then directly afterwards a consultant checking session. Immediately after that, I (Roelie) had 4 days of leadership meetings. It is exciting to be the director and lead 5 translation teams, with more than 2 dozen local people helping us.

     The doors of opportunity are closing as the local leaders are trying to clamp down on all religious activity.  Please pray that laws that are in the process of being implemented will not harm our work in any way and will not put our workers in jeopardy. 

We give thanks that we can be here and help in training them to be better translators.  We are grateful that the Irall team have learned a lot, which can be seen in our translation work. Please pray that there will be unity among the team members.  Sandra has been working very hard on the last minute changes to get Jonah and Ruth ready for printing and recording. Pray that she will be able to settle all grammar and spelling issues in the Iratt translation. 

     Please ask the Lord to open doors for more literacy work to be done, so that the people will be able to read their own language with greater ease. We visited an Iratt village to get a literacy group off the ground. Since these languages have not been formerly written, people need help in order to read their own language. 

      We praise God that our children are all following the Lord and are relatively healthy and happy while studying at the university in Potchefstroom.  Please pray for their safety as they live on their own and travel around daily.  Also, pray for wisdom for them as they often face difficult issues without us. They have no family close by and, since the passing of Roelie’s dad, no grandparents to turn to. 


	24 JANUARY

Please ask the Lord to keep leading Roelie in the director’s role,

25 JANUARY

Pray for guidance to find the right person to become a permanent director. 

26 JANUARY

Pray that the laws that are being implemented will not harm the work or put their workers in jeopardy. 

27 JANUARY

Praise the Lord for progress in the Irall project. Pray for unity among the team members.

28 JANUARY

Pray for Sandra as she grapples with grammar and spelling issues in the Iratt project.

29 JANUARY

Pray for the Lord to make more literacy work possible.

30 JANUARY

Pray for the two Iratt translators who are daily facing a hostile world.

31 JANUARY

Praise the Lord that Roelie and Sandra’s children are following the Lord and doing well at university. Pray for their safety and for wisdom when they face difficult issues without their parents.
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