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	KEN & CORINE BROWN

Scripture Use, Mozambique

A big focus in our lives is working to understand the Nahara culture.  We are grateful for good relationships with the men and women around us. We continue to grapple with the question of how to practically communicate the Truth to be able to see people set free from fear and transformed by God.  Ken is hoping to gain a better insight into the African worldview, especially in relation to initiation ceremonies, when he attends a conference on African realities in Kenya from 3-7 Oct. 
     What a privilege it has been to start adapting Proverbs from Central-Makhuwa into Makhuwa-Nahara! Three old Nahara ladies, very close to Corine, are helping us do this. They all love meeting together (this is the first time they are hearing Scripture portions in their own language) and discuss excitedly how best to translate naturally into Nahara. We have chosen proverbs that we think will mean the most to them and are praying that they will identify with God’s Word as it is spoken into their daily lives.
     We plan to be in SA from January to April next year, mainly to share the great need in the world for access to God’s Word in people’s heart language. 

	1 OCTOBER

Please pray that Ken would gain cultural insights that will help in communicating the Bible in a way that is most relevant to Africans.
2 OCTOBER

As the women hear God’s Word for the first time, may they embrace it and learn to trust our loving Father.

Pray that the proverbs will give the Nahara people wisdom.

3 OCTOBER

Pray that God would use Ken and Corine to help mobilise the Church for the Bible translation movement. 


	HANS & PATRICIA COMBRINK

Administration, South-East Asia

As Director of our group in Malaysia, one of my responsibilities is to ensure adequate visa slots (of which we have never had enough) for expatriate colleagues. In early October, we hope to hear the decision of the senate of a national university in the state of Sabah on a mutual process to establish a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between this university and SIL. Hans will attend a coaching workshop with members from our Leadership Team and other colleagues in Penang from 3-5 October.  Then he will be part of the Asia Area Leaders meeting in Bangkok from 11-13 October.                                                      Immediately after that, he will leave for South Africa to attend the 325-year celebration of the existence of the Moedergemeente Stellenbosch.  While there, Hans will try to connect with family, close friends and key supporters. He will then be home in Penang for three days before leaving for the USA to attend SIL International Board meetings in Dallas during the first week of November.  SIL is experiencing a season of organisation-wide change. Pray for the members of the SIL International Board as they give leadership to the organisation during this exciting period of our existence.

     The day after arriving back in Penang, Hans has two days of strategic planning meetings, and another possible meeting during the last week of November or first week of December. 

     It is a big sacrifice to be away from home so much. Patricia needs extra energy (and two more hands!) when Hans is not around and the children are impacted as well when Dad is away from home so much.


	4 OCTOBER

Please pray for the Lord's favour on the decision of the university regarding the proposed MoU with them.

5 OCTOBER

Pray that the coaching workshop will enable Hans and the Leadership Team to be better equipped to deal with the challenges of leadership.

6 OCTOBER

Pray for the Asia Leaders meeting in Bangkok from 11-13 October.

7 OCTOBER

Give praise for the long existence of the Moedergemeente Stellenbosch. Pray for good opportunities for Hans to connect with family, friends and key supporters.

8 OCTOBER

Pray for the members of the SIL International Board as they give leadership to the organisation.

9 OCTOBER

Hans will need stamina to be able to jump right back into meetings in Penang after returning from the USA on 9-10 November.

10 OCTOBER

Please pray for the Combrink family during these weeks of extensive travelling for Hans.  Pray for an extra measure of grace for each one, parents and children alike.

	JUNE DICKIE

Language Work, Mozambique, South Africa

The first two weeks of October I expect to be in Mozambique, first attending the graduation from Bible School of our Mwani colleague, Saweji, and then assisting two language teams. I plan to have a week with the Chuwabo in Quelimane checking Mark 4-10, and then a further week with the Sena in Beira, helping them prepare the NT text for type-setting. Please pray for good work to be done, and for safety in all the travelling arrangements.
     Recently Shikito was knocked off his motorbike and consequently broke his leg. As a result, his plans to begin the next level of Bible School in Nampula have been impacted, as has his starting work in the SIL office in Nampula in an administrative position (part-time). Please pray for him as he adjusts his plans, and makes the big move from Pemba to Nampula.
     We are still trying to help Saweji find some employment to support his ministry of reaching out to his own people in evangelism and discipleship. Please pray we can discern the Lord's way in this.

	11 OCTOBER

Pray for the Chuwabo and Sena teams, and that their time with June will be helpful.

12 OCTOBER

Pray for Shikito as he moves to Nampula to begin his new job, and seeks to study.

13 OCTOBER

Praise God that Saweji has completed his 3 years of Bible School training.  Pray that he can use all he has gained in reaching his own people with the Gospel.

14 OCTOBER

Praise God for Shikito’s job with SIL, and pray for financial support for Saweji (either from individuals and churches or a part-time job).


	KEITH & WILMA FORSTER

Translation, Central America

We praise the Lord that the Team Check of the whole Kuna Old Testament has been completed. The team has checked every verse of the OT – all 27,570 of them!  Oct 17- 21, a Bible Society consultant will travel to Panama to do a consultant check of Job, Ezekiel and Zechariah – the books which lack his clearance for publication.  Our next challenge before publication of the Kuna Bible is a revision of the Kuna NT. It was published in 1995. We have set aside most of the year 2012 for polishing the Kuna NT. 

     Pre-publication editions of the books of Psalms and Exodus are at the printers. Wilma spent several weeks doing the layout. We wanted to include a lot of pictures in these volumes. Pictures help the people become acquainted with OT concepts which are new to them.  Pray that the books will not only be a blessing and encouragement to Kuna believers, but that they will engender enthusiasm for the coming of the complete Kuna Bible. 

     We come back to the prayer request we have shared with you time and time again: Please pray for protection for the four-man Kuna team, their families, ourselves and every aspect of the project – protection from any attack of the Evil One in whatever form it might come. Thank you for your faithfulness! 


	15 OCTOBER

Pray that any exegetical errors in the books of Job, Ezekiel and Zechariah will be made plain during the consultant checking session, October 17-21.

16 OCTOBER

Pray that as the books of Psalms and Exodus reach the people they will engender excitement in anticipation of having the entire Bible in their hands.

17 OCTOBER

Praise the Lord that the Kuna Bible translation project is approaching the last lap.

18 OCTOBER

Pray for protection for the team, their families, the Forsters, and every aspect of the project as it enters the last lap of this challenging work.



	ROY & ROSE TIBBIT

Administration, South Africa

Our daughter, Joy, will be joining our family in the near future, so please pray for a smooth transition.  She will need to find a college to begin her studies so that she can get a student visa to stay in South Africa. We will be facing a lot of decisions in the near future and would appreciate your prayers.  We still do not have a visa for Thalya and I have submitted the request for the third time.
     Rose and I are enjoying being part of the Wycliffe office staff and thank God for all He is doing with our very small team.
 

	19 OCTOBER

Please pray for a smooth transition as Joy moves in with Roy and Rose.  

20 OCTOBER

Pray that Joy will find a suitable college and get a student visa to stay in SA.

21 OCTOBER

Pray that Thalya’s visa will soon be issued.
22 OCTOBER

Pray for God’s guidance in the decisions that Roy and Rose need to make.



	SEBASTIAN & KAREN FLOOR

Translation & Administration, Southern Africa
We praise God for a truly wonderful spirit at our Branch Conference in Mozambique. Your prayers for unity and sensitivity to the Lord were heard!
     In the next two months, there’s the usual amount of travel on Sebastian’s part.  We would like to ask for prayer to cover the meetings for a comprehensive, inter-agency plan for southern Africa, to be held mid-November at the Edenvale office. 

     Meanwhile, we give thanks for a number of new Wycliffe workers arriving. We look forward to welcoming several of them between now and January! 
Please pray for God’s grace and wisdom to flow freely as we make them all feel welcome, and for God’s help in integrating well as a growing team.  

	23 OCTOBER

Praise God for a blessed conference in Moz.

24 OCTOBER

Pray for God’s guidance in the meetings for a comprehensive, inter-agency plan for southern Africa, in mid-November. 

25 OCTOBER

Give thanks for the new Wycliffe workers.  Pray for safe travelling to SA.

26 OCTOBER

Pray for God’s grace and wisdom as we welcome the new staff, and for God’s help in integrating well as a growing team.



	HARRY & ELSBETH BRASEM

Europe Area Administration, South Africa
Praise the Lord for clear health for Elsbeth, (four and a half years after her surgery), confirmed by her oncologist in September.  There is some concern regarding her bone density in both hips and lumbar region.  Please pray that there will be no further deterioration.

     Harry submits small field project requests to a Trust Foundation in the Netherlands - the board decides which projects to fund during November each year.  Please pray that his submissions will be met with favour.  Please pray too for Frances, the lady co-ordinating the submissions – she is not at all well.


	27 OCTOBER

Praise the Lord for continued good health for Elsbeth and pray that her bone density will improve.

28 OCTOBER

Pray that the Trust Foundation will sponsor the small field project requests that Harry has submitted.   

29 OCTOBER

Please pray for Frances that she will have a speedy return to full health.

	HAZEL LARGE

Literacy, Niger
This is the beginning of a new financial year and it holds a lot of challenges. In Nov and Dec, I will be running a literacy teacher training workshop. There will be about 20 participants, and we will be working with a new set of materials and a new curriculum. This means a lot of preparation for me. The teachers are from partner churches and other Christian organisations. The literacy project has changed focus and now, instead of running classes ourselves, we will be assisting these groups to run their own. This means some follow-up work and perhaps a short mid-season training course.
     The cooler weather is on its way, for which I'm very grateful. It's always wonderful when there is no need for ceiling fans, and I can hear and be heard at a normal voice level. It also means I have more energy.
     I will be writing three UNISA exams in January in Bamako, Mali.  I'm grateful to the Lord for providing my airfare to get there, but I need a new passport before January.  I will be staying with an old friend who works with SIL in Mali. 
     I plan to go on furlough in March 2012. I am starting to look for cheap tickets, and will possibly go home via Cotonou (Benin). This will mean a long bus trip, an overnight stay in Cotonou, and a long day on the plane back to Johannesburg. Please pray that I find an affordable option.
	30 OCTOBER

Please pray for wisdom and stamina for Hazel as she prepares for and runs the teacher training.

31 OCTOBER

Pray for the participants doing the teacher training workshop to be committed and eager to learn.

1 NOVEMBER

Give thanks for cooler weather, and a higher energy level. 

2 NOVEMBER

Pray that Hazel will be able to concentrate well and retain the material she is revising for her exams.

3 NOVEMBER

Give thanks for God's provision for the ticket to Mali.  Pray that Hazel will get her new passport in good time.

4 NOVEMBER

Pray for a good option for a ticket to return to South Africa in March.



	MICHAEL & CHARLOTTE CORDEN

Translation, Australia

We are aiming to finish the proofreading of the Yumplatok New Testament by Dec 31st 2011.  We have set that date to enable us to have the printed Scriptures ready for the dedication on July 1st 2012.  We are already about 5 weeks behind schedule in this. 

     We are also assisting a colleague who is working with a recording specialist to record our translation of the Gospel of Luke for it to be dubbed into the Jesus Movie. This will allow us to have the DVD released at the same time next year as the New Testament.  We had a time in Darwin (Sept 11 to 17) learning a systematic approach to the proofreading that we need to do to get the text ready.

     We give praise that there is a growing awareness of the upcoming release of the New Testament.  We have heard a number of anecdotes of people who have been reading the copy of the Gospel of Mark that was printed a couple of years back.
     We are under a lot of stress and pressure at the moment, more than we have ever felt, as we endeavour to do all of this in the time allowed.  We have also had a challenging time financially for the past year. That, too, is putting a lot of strain on us.

	5 NOVEMBER

Please pray for the Cordens as they go through the huge task of proofreading the NT by January 2012.

6 NOVEMBER

Pray for good responses from the Islanders as to what they would like their New Testament to look like.

7 NOVEMBER

Praise God for a growing awareness of the upcoming release of the New Testament.  

8 NOVEMBER

Pray for Michael and Charlotte as they are very stressed with so much to do in such a short time.

9 NOVEMBER

Give thanks for the recording of the Torres Strait version of the Jesus Movie during September. Pray that the editing will go well.



	ANDY & DEBBIE ABBOTT

Literacy, South-East Asia
We are rejoicing that Moskona literacy classes continue with some eager students repeating classes simply because they enjoy the interaction and stimulation! Andy is hoping to start checking the book of Ruth which has been delayed because our main language helper has family problems.

     Stephenie has started her third year of teacher training, Jordan is enjoying being part of a youth outreach in the town where he attends school, and Jessie-Fay has finally found a good friend after many years of praying!  Debbie attended a consultant training seminar in Bangkok at the end of Sept. 

	10 NOVEMBER

Praise the Lord for the success of the literacy classes. Pray for more students to come from other Moskona villages.

11 NOVEMBER

Pray for their language helper who has time-consuming family issues.

12 NOVEMBER

Pray for Debbie's mom as she faces changes in her work and living situation.



	LEN & GILL ALLWRIGHT

Administration, Australia
Len finished his course of radiation therapy early in August with no troublesome side effects. His PSA count had dropped to almost nothing and his radiation oncologist said he had ‘done well’ and should return in May for a check up. He should also see his urological surgeon this November for a check up and should get six-monthly blood checks. Len’s Type 2 diabetes is also under control. Thank you for praying.

     We are investigating the possibility of visiting South Africa for a few weeks in the first half of next year. We have not seen our family, supporters and other friends there since 2003.

     Our colleagues in PNG are very busy with church engagements and training events to draw more Papua New Guineans into the work of Bible translation and to assist them to do it well.  Church teams have periodically travelled to towns to take meetings to share the vision. As well as the regular Translators’ Training Courses held at the main Ukarumpa Centre and in regional centres, there have been various workshops and courses for national translators to upgrade their skills.
	13 NOVEMBER

Praise God for His mercies to Len. Pray that he will stay well.

14 NOVEMBER

Pray for God’s guidance regarding a visit to SA.

15 NOVEMBER

Praise God for the growing interest in Bible translation among PNG churches. Pray for the financial support of those who are called to this work.

16 NOVEMBER

Praise God for all the training going on in PNG.  Pray that those who teach will do so clearly and appropriately so that the translators will receive the help they need.

17 NOVEMBER

Pray for more translation checking consultants.



	ROELIE & SANDRA VAN DER SPUY

Translation & Administration, Asia
It is good to be back on the field. The personnel part of the director’s role is very satisfying. I enjoy working with local and international personnel. Writing reports and checking budgets is not as exciting! Please pray for wisdom. Without trying to change, or to do things differently from the previous director, things are changing. Pray that these changes will not be unsettling for the group, but would rather comfort them.  While in this role we are still continuing with our translation work.

     Sandra's team is working very hard to get the book of Esther to a very high standard, both from an exegetical as well as a linguistic point of view. Please pray for the two translators' families. Both have very challenging situations.  Roelie's team has finished part of the OT and is now moving on to the NT, starting with Mark. The consultant checking of Genesis went very well. 

     Sandra is planning to visit the kids in December. They have long holidays and would appreciate their mother being at home.
	18 NOVEMBER

Praise God for a good start as director.  Pray that all Roelie’s decisions will be inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

19 NOVEMBER

Praise the Lord for Sandra's team producing not only the Scriptures but also high quality literature. 

20 NOVEMBER

Ask for the Lord's comfort and provision in the challenges being faced by the translators.

21 NOVEMBER

Praise the Lord that Roelie's team finished all 50 chapters of Genesis! 

22 NOVEMBER

Pray that Sandra will have a blessed time with their children in December.



	WENDY LOCK

Education, Philippines 
The first quarter was a busy one, but I am really enjoying my teaching.  I have a wonderful bunch of 2nd Graders coming from 5 different continents.  The children are settled in their classroom routine and I am excited about this school quarter.  I would really appreciate prayer for 5 little boys who are struggling with their reading. Pray for wisdom as I help them in this area.  I would love to see them on grade level by the end of the school year.   
     Please pray for the entire staff at Faith Academy. We did not get as many teachers as we had hoped for this school year and we have all had to take on extra responsibilities. This is also an accreditation year for Faith Academy, which means an extra workload for many of us.  Pray we will all have energy, strength and positive attitudes.  


	23 NOVEMBER

Give praise for a great start to the school year. Pray for the 2nd quarter to be a good learning time for the 2nd Graders. 

 24 NOVEMBER

Pray for the 5 little boys who need help with their reading.  Pray for wisdom and patience as Wendy helps them in this area.

25 NOVEMBER

Please pray for the staff of Faith Academy as they have full workloads this year.



	TOM & SHARON JACOB

Translation & Administration, East Africa

In the past few months, we have driven over 3000 miles across East Africa on all kinds of roads and we are so very thankful for the Lord’s protection. Thank you for your prayers for us.

     Please continue to pray for Tom as he serves as Translation Consultant and Treasurer, and for Sharon as Personnel Coordinator.  Travis is now training with Operation Mobilization near Pretoria until January 18.  Please pray that his course will go well and for faithful prayer and financial partners to join his team. Please pray, too, for friends for Jordan in 8th grade.

     Tom’s mom has recently been in hospital and is still weak and very frail.  Please pray for good health for her.


	26 NOVEMBER

Pray for Tom as he serves as Translation Consultant and Treasurer, and for Sharon as Personnel Coordinator.  

27 NOVEMBER

Praise the Lord for Travis’s missionary training with OM.

28 NOVEMBER

Pray that Travis will do well on his course and for faithful prayer and financial partners to join his team.

29 NOVEMBER

Please pray for friends for Jordan in 8th grade.

30 NOVEMBER

Pray for good health for Tom’s mom.
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